The Monday Memo

Weekly News from Mrs. Bagdon’s and Mr. McClure’s Fifth Grade Class

September 13, 2010

Language Arts (Bagdon): We have finished the prewriting process with our personal experience essays and are moving into the drafting process.  In addition, we will begin our work in the Easy Grammar books as we focus on prepositional phrases.  In spelling, words with the sound of 'f' will be studied in lesson 3.
Math (Hamman): This week in Mrs. Hamman's class we will finish exploring divisibility, prime and composite numbers, and square numbers.
Math (CT): We are now moving on to section 1.5: Divisibility and 1.6: Prime and Composite Numbers.  The students will be making divisibility charts based on 4, 4-digit or larger numbers that they find from the newspaper. We will review the terms dividend, divisor, quotient, remainder, as well as factor and product. I am really enjoying getting to know you're students. They're great!

Reading (Bagdon): Students will focus on active reading as we continue in our novel, Loser.  We will take a closer look at what it means to "follow the crowd" and discuss how that impacts our main character, Zinkoff.  The first book projects are due this Tuesday.  The next book project will be due on Tuesday, October 5th.
Reading (Wolff): This week in Mrs. Wolff's class there will be a book project on Monday. Students will finish their glossaries for the beginning of Loser. Then they will explain what they think a loser is and how a loser thinks acts, and speaks, and what the qualities of someone they admire are.
Religion (Bagdon/McClure): We will begin chapter 2, “Jesus Shares His Mission with the Church.”  We will begin to explain our relationship to Jesus and explore ways to proclaim the good news of Jesus to promote the Kingdom of God on Earth.
Announcements

· Mr. McClure will not be at school on September 12-13.  He will be chaperoning the 6th and 7th grade camping trip in Wisconsin.

· Sister Patty visited us this morning to discuss peer pressure and social skills.

· This week, the 5th grade will lead the Pledge and prayer over the school intercom.

· The first Student Leadership meeting of the year is on Monday, September 20 after school until 4pm.  Everyone on Student Leadership is required to attend. The students who are running for Homeroom Representative will know if they are on Student Leadership by Friday, September 17.
· The 5th grade camping trip to Camp TimberLee will be September 21-22.  Last Friday, your child received a handout about the trip at school.  Please read the handout and return any necessary forms to school.

·  Please check our class webpages often for important information: http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/  StJosaphat/MrsBagdon/   

       http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/ 

       StJosaphat/McClure/   

Science (Hamman): We are starting our Earth Science unit by studying the history of processes, properties, and the structure of Earth.
Social Studies (McClure): We will describe African kingdoms before 1200 and discuss how they were influenced by Africa’s three geographic zones.  There will be a quiz over sections 1 and 2 on Friday.
Spanish (Monley): This week, we will begin our second story, “El Chico Que No Tiene Ojos.” We will focus on plurals and subject pronouns in Spanish. We will also be taking a look at several countries’ Independence Day celebrations. It was nice to meet many of you at Open House.
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