The Monday Memo

Weekly News from Mrs. Bagdon’s and Mr. McClure’s Fifth Grade Class

September 20, 2010

Language Arts (Bagdon): Students will examine the various ways that they can revise their written work to improve it.  We will specifically focus on elaborating with interesting verbs and adjectives.  Due to our trip to Camp Timber-lee, there will not be a spelling lesson this week.

Math (Hamman): This week in Mrs. Hamman's class we will finish exploring square numbers and we will learn to unsquare numbers.
Math (CT): We had a great week last week learning about the Rules of Divisibility.  The students made a chart for numbers that they found in magazines and then challenged their neighbors to prove or disprove its divisibility based on our rules.  We are now starting to explore prime and composite numbers. Lesson 1.6 will be studied all week since the 5th grade will be at camp for 2 days.  Have a GREAT time.
Reading (Bagdon): This week we will focus on comparing and contrasting Zinkoff's first and second grade teachers as we continue reading Loser.  On Friday, there will be a vocabulary quiz covering words from chapters 8-10.
Reading (Wolff): This week we will focus on making predictions and connections. Later, the students will write a speech for the fourth grade like the speech that Miss Meeks gave to the first graders.
Religion (Bagdon): Students will work with partners to write and star in 30-second newscasts advertising the Good News of Jesus.  These newscasts will be taped in class.
Announcements

· The fifth grade camping trip to Camp Timber-lee is this Tuesday and Wednesday, September 21 and 22. 

· The year’s first Pizza Lunch is this Friday, September 24.

· International Night will be Friday, October 22.  This year, the fifth grade’s country will be Panama.

· Please check our class webpages often for important information: http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/  StJosaphat/MrsBagdon/   

       http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/ 

       StJosaphat/McClure/   

Religion (McClure): This week we will study the term “evangelization.”  We will first discuss the imagery and meaning behind the gospel parable of the vine and the branches, and then determine ways that we can evangelize in our own communities through God’s help.  Last, we will write these ways down on our own vine and branches that we will make in class.   
Science (Hamman): This week we will explore how scientists discovered that the continents once fit together like a puzzle.

Social Studies (McClure): We will begin to describe the social, political, and economic changes that occurred as Europe emerged in the 14th to 16th centuries, and explain how exploration and trade fueled European expansion during the 1400’s.
Spanish (Monley): This week we will start a new story called, “El Cuento del Gorila.” The students will work on completing story maps in Spanish and retelling the story aloud. We will also look at definite and indefinite articles.
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