The Monday Memo

Weekly News from Mrs. Bagdon’s and Mr. McClure’s Fifth Grade Class

September 27, 2010

Language Arts (Bagdon): We will continue to revise our personal experience essays this week.  In addition, we will focus on identifying subjects and verbs in sentences.  The lesson 4 spelling test will be held on Thursday this week instead of Friday.
Math (Hamman): This week in Mrs. Hamman's class the students will continue "unsquaring" numbers and factorizing numbers. The Unit 1 test will be on Tuesday, October 5.  Their self-assessments will be going home later this week.


Math (CT): We spent a lot of time last week studying prime and composite numbers.  The students created factor rainbows and did multiplication review sheets.  We are now completing section 1.6 by learning about Christian Goldbach (1690-1764).  His theory was that every even number greater than 2 can be written as the sum of two prime numbers.  Ask your students by the end of the week to tell you if this is true!  We will also be working on 1.7: Square Numbers, and we will learn the term “exponent.”
Reading (Bagdon): Characterization will be our focus this week as the students identify traits of our main characters and search for events in the novel to support these traits.  Book projects are due next Tuesday, October 5th.

Reading (Wolff): This week there is a book project due on Monday. Then we will continue focusing on making connections, on plotting the events of the story, and on understanding the characters. The students will write their "first day" speeches for the fourth grade this week.
Religion (Bagdon): Students will focus on evangelization as they continue working on their newscasts that share the Word of God.
Religion (McClure): This week we will study the term “evangelization.”  We will first discuss the imagery and meaning behind the gospel parable of the vine and the branches, and then determine ways that we can evangelize in our own communities through God’s help.  Last, we will write these ways down on our own vine and branches that we will make in class.   

Announcements

· The fifth grade class had a great time at Camp Timber-lee last week.  It was a productive learning experience for all the students!

· If your child’s regular dismissal plans change, please notify us.  Since the safety of your child is a primary concern of ours, it is important that we know in advance who is picking up your child at the end of each school day.  Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

· Sr. Patty visited us this morning to discuss social skills and peer pressure.

· Picture Day is this Thursday, September 30.

· The new school dismissal procedure goes into effect this Friday.  Please review the dismissal procedure handout distributed at Open House for more information.

· Please check our class webpages often for important information: http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/  StJosaphat/MrsBagdon/   

       http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/ 

       StJosaphat/McClure/   

Science (Hamman): This week we will analyze the evidence that supports the theory of plate tectonics.  The students will read about the evidence and study maps to create their own opinions on whether continental drift really does occur.

Social Studies (McClure): We will continue studying the economic, political, and social changes that occurred in Europe between 1300 and 1500.
Spanish (Monley): This week we will continue working on “El Cuento del Gorila.” We will practice translating the story to English, acting it out, and retelling it in Spanish. We will also begin looking at Spanish definite and indefinite articles.
     Happy birthday to Luke Nauman!
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