The Monday Memo

Weekly News from Mrs. Bagdon’s and Mr. McClure’s Fifth Grade Class

September 7, 2010

Language Arts (Bagdon): Students will be taking a pre-assessment on concepts from the Easy Grammar series and begin some work with prepositions.  They will begin to draft their personal experience essays, focusing on the build up and resolution of the problem.

Math (Hamman): This week the students will explore factors and divisibility.  Students should expect homework each night this week.  
Math (CT): I enjoyed getting to know your children in math last week.  We are working on section 1.4: Factors, 1.5: Divisibility by 4, and 1.6: Prime and Composite Numbers. Please encourage your child to ask questions if he/she is unsure of a concept. Please also review basic facts with your child for at least 10 minutes twice this week. Thank you.

Reading (Bagdon): Students will search for literary devices, specifically similes, metaphors, and personification, as we read Loser.  On Friday, there will be a vocabulary quiz containing terms from chapters 1-7.  Also, the first Book Project is due on Tuesday, September 14th.

Reading (Wolff): We will finish defining how to actively read a book, make posters about active reading, and have a quiz on the concepts (on Wednesday or Thursday). We will also work on making a glossary for Loser.
Religion (Bagdon/McClure): We will continue to discuss how God's love for us is evident through Jesus' works and teachings.  Students will examine how they can help shape the Kingdom of God.
Science (Hamman): We will finish our unit on the Scientific Method by sharing the different experiments and discussing the results.  Our Earth Science Unit will begin by the end of the week.  We will explore the history of the Earth and review the layers of the Earth.

Social Studies (McClure): This week we will identify some ways that pre-contact societies adapted to their unique environments.  We will also describe African kingdoms before 1200 and discuss how they were influenced by Africa’s three geographic zones.
Announcements

· If you have not yet turned in the Parent Information Sheet found in the fifth grade welcome packet, please do so as soon as possible.  The sheet includes important contact information that will be kept in your child’s file in the classroom.  

· Student Leadership “Intent to Run” forms and essays are due on Tuesday, September 7. Officer speeches will take place after mass on Friday, September 10.  Homeroom Representative speeches will take place during homeroom time later next week (Sept. 16 or 17).  The first Leadership Meeting will be held on Monday, September 20 from 3:15-4:00.
· There is an early dismissal at 1:30 this Wednesday, September 8.
· Open House is this Thursday, September 9 at 7pm.

· The 5th grade camping trip to Camp TimberLee will be September 21-22.  In the coming weeks, you will receive more information about the trip.
· Please check our class webpages often for important information: http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/  StJosaphat/MrsBagdon/   

       http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/ 

       StJosaphat/McClure/   

Spanish (Monley): It has been a pleasure getting to know each and every student this past week. We are currently finishing our first story, "El Bebé," and are starting to go over vocabulary for our next story.  I am looking forward to meeting you all at Open House.

    Happy birthday to Patrick Quinn!
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