The Monday Memo

Weekly News from Mrs. Bagdon’s and Mr. McClure’s Fifth Grade Class

November 8, 2010
Language Arts (Bagdon): On Thursday students take a test on the Preposition Unit.  We will prepare throughout the week in class.  As discussed in conferences, students should begin preparing a few days in advance for unit tests.  The spelling test will also be given on Thursday.
Math (Hamman): This week in Mrs. Hamman's class we will explore multiplication of whole numbers and decimals using the partial product method.  We will also review the lattice method for multiplication.  The Estimation and Computation Unit Test will be later next week.  

Math (CT): (2.4) We continue to explore number stories and decimals. We have learned about variables, open sentences, relation signs, operation signs and now we will relate that information to writing and problem solving. We will then learn about estimation and reaction time( 2.5). We will test our reaction time to having our right hand squeezed for a short amount of time as we pass that squeeze around a circle.  We will record this data and round our decimals.  We will also make a line plot to show one way to record this data. We will also explore ways to interpret the data that we collected.
Reading (Bagdon): We will continue to read Loser and discuss the cause and effect relationships found in the novel.  The next book project is due on Tuesday, November 16th.  
Reading (Wolff): This week in Mrs. Wolff's class we will look at how Donald perceives himself and at how others perceive him. We also will identify the major attributes of the minor characters and learn about idioms. There will be a test on chapters 9-12 toward the end of this week or at the beginning of next week.
Religion (Bagdon): Students will be wrapping up chapter three, discussing the sacraments of marriage and holy orders, as well as reviewing the sacraments of healing.
Science (Hamman): This week we will explore the formation and destruction of earthquakes and tsunamis.  Students will receive the study guide for the earth science test early next week.  The test will take place later next week.
Announcements

· As Mr. McClure indicated in his email, he will be traveling in Israel with his family until November 19th.  Mrs. Combes will be his substitute for his entire absence.  Students are encouraged to check out Mr. McClure’s blog at http://mrmcclure.blogspot.com/ which he will be updating throughout his trip.
· Students who signed up to be altar servers will begin their training tomorrow at the church during the school day.

· Tomorrow there will be an all-school mass at 8:15.
· Students will have an early dismissal this Wednesday at 1:30.

· Our first Hats On Day will be held this Thursday, November 11th.  Students should bring in a donation of at least $1.00 to wear a hat for the day.  All proceeds will benefit The Foundation for Children with Cancer. 
· There is no school on Friday as part of our Blue Ribbon Award celebration.
· The fifth grade students will be hosting the family mass on Sunday, November 14th.  
· The Student Leadership Council is hosting a Bowling Party on Saturday, November 20 at Diversey Rock and Bowl from 2-4.  The cost is $15 a person and includes bowling, shoes, pizza, and a drink.  There are only a certain number of spots available, so hurry and sign up!
· Van Gough Pictures “Fun Packs” are on sale for $10 each.  The pack includes decorative rulers and bookmarks with your child’s school picture on it.  All proceeds go to the school.
· Please check our class webpages often for important information: http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/  StJosaphat/MrsBagdon/   

       http://www.teacherweb.com/IL/ 

       StJosaphat/McClure/   

Social Studies (McClure): This week, the students will explain how Spain organized its empire and colonies, describe the role of the Church in the Spanish colonies, and identify the effects of the Columbian Exchange.  By Monday, November 15th students should bring in a white poster board for an upcoming project.
Spanish (Monley): This week we will continue working on our story, “La Estudiante Mala.” The students will practice retelling the story and writing a short summary in Spanish.
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