October 28, 2009
Dear Parent,

Your child has been deepening his/her understanding of God’s grace and forgiveness.  The end of November or beginning of December, he/she will communally celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with family and friends. The communal First Reconciliation celebration is for all second grade children and family members.  The information enclosed will help you plan ahead for this special occasion.

Both grade school and religious education students will finish their Reconciliation books within the next few weeks.  It is important that you and your child work together, sharing opportunities to discuss forgiveness and hope.  If, in the busy times of family living, you have fallen behind in the book, try to catch up over the next week.  Please call the Religious Education Office if you need assistance, or if you question the readiness of your child for the sacrament at this time.

The Reconciliation service is intended for your whole family. This could include parents, siblings, grandparents, and anyone else important to the child’s sense of celebration. You will be seated by family, not by class.  Each service begins promptly in Church with the dates and times as noted below, and each service is about l hour.  Please dress as you would for a Sunday Mass. 

Each class is assigned to one Reconciliation service date:

           Monday, Nov. 30  at 7:00pm  Mrs. Kamuda/Ms. Young, Mrs. Podlasek,  Mrs. Singsank, Mrs. Williams


   Tuesday, Dec. 1 at 7:00pm  Mrs. Barr, Mrs. Kobler,  Mrs. Liebl, Mrs. Sanchez, Ms. Vallorano
 Please fill out the attached RSVP form and return  by November 18 to assist us in our planning.  NOTE: Families in the Wednesday Religious Education Program can have your child bring the form in to class on Wednesday.  Summer Intensive and Family Catechesis participants bring the form to the Gospel Get-Together session, stop in the RE office, or you can bring the RSVP form to the Parish office (Rectory)for the RE mailbox. You may also respond to religious.education@stmarybg.org   We appreciate your returning this information as soon as possible. If you are already aware of a conflict on your child’s scheduled date, please e-mail the RE office or indicate that on the response form and return it as soon as possible.  We also ask that you contact us if your child becomes ill and cannot celebrate as planned.  We will gladly make arrangements for the celebration of First Reconciliation at another time.

Thank you for your support and cooperation.   We look forward to celebrating God’s grace and forgiveness with your family.  
In Christ,

   Sharon M.  Pawula                                   Gary M. Campione

Director of Religious Education                          School Principal  

