Sumerian/Hebrew Literature Essay Test

Ms. Gold’s Take Home Essay Exam

Directions:

1.Choosing one topic write a 3-5 paragraph formal essay using three reasons or three           

   examples in your choice of topic.

2. Cite specific examples from the text.  

3. Be sure to explain the connection of the theme to the epic if it is necessary to your  to 
    topic.

Questions:
1. Explain the role of the serpent in both the story of Gilgamesh and Genesis. Explain its importance and what it symbolizes.

2. Did Gilgamesh find the answer for eternal life?  Ponder the thought of finding  peace or eternal happiness for oneself.  {pgs. 79-80}

3. For what three main purposes did the Hebrews use Psalms?

4. Discuss the difference between Gilgamesh and Enkidu..

5. Discuss the absolute difference between the gods and human beings. Use the introductory notes.

6. Is the ending considered a tragedy or a renewal of life for Gilamesh?  {pgs.102-103}
7. Discuss the significance of Gilgamesh becoming naked throughout the epic. You may compare this act to Adam and Eve in Genesis.  Remember our class quote:  “You come into this world naked and you leave this world naked.”  {pgs. 71,83,55,65,83}
