American Literature Vocabulary Words: 

Rustic
Specter

Extract

Valiant

Wrath

Diligent

Gallant

Conscientious

Petty

Famine

Oppress

Vicinity

Adjacent

Ample

Formidable

Furtive

Deliberate

Ignorant

Embrace

Irrelevant

Frigid

Ecstatic

Dismal

Authentic

Quarrel 

Contradiction
Assignments: 

1. Write 2 synonyms and 2 antonyms for each vocabulary word.

2. Write a short story using as many vocabulary words as you can.

3. Write sentences using 2 vocabulary words in one sentence.

	1. Contradiction
	Resistance, opposition
	Noun
	It was a complete contradiction when she said she was not a smoker and then lit up a cigarette.

	2. Quarrel
	Argument
	Noun
	Their quarrel lasted for over 3 hours on the phone.

	3. Authentic
	Trustworthy, reliable
	Adjective
	The piece of art was authentic, or so said the actual painter.

	4. Dismal
	Depressing
	Adjective
	It was dismal news that she died. 

	5. Ecstatic
	Overjoyed, joyous
	Adjective
	She was so ecstatic to have passed the test with an A. 

	6. Frigid
	Cold
	Adjective
	Her frigid demeanor made no one want to be around her.

	7. Irrelevant
	Meaningless
	Adjective
	The length of her hair was totally irrelevant to our conversation about what movie to watch. 

	8. Embrace
	To hug
	verb
	She embraced me after she heard about my grandfather’s death.

	9. Ignorant
	Unaware, uninformed
	Adjective
	He is an ignorant old racist.

	10. Deliberate
	Purposeful
	Adjective
	Her deliberate use of incorrect language drove me insane.

	11. Furtive
	Sneaky
	adjective
	Her furtive ways were a problem for us – we never knew what she was doing.

	12. Oppress
	Keep down by cruel or unjust use of power or authority
	verb
	She felt oppressed by her mother’s warnings.

	13. Vicinity
	Neighborhood, nearby region
	Noun
	Luckily, my best friend lived in the vicinity of my house.

	14. Adjacent
	Neighboring, nearby
	Adjective
	Illinois is adjacent to Missouri.

	15. Ample
	Plentiful
	Adjective
	I have ample time to finish my homework, luckily.

	16. Formidable
	Frightening and awesome
	Adjective
	Her formidable opponent was scary to look at.

	17. Diligent
	Hard-working
	Adjective
	I was so diligent while my annoying brother was away; I got all my homework done.

	18. Gallant
	Heroic and courteous
	Adjective
	The gallant knight swooped in on his horse to save the girl.

	19. Conscientious
	Honest and honorable
	Adjective
	The conscientious student would not cheat even when the substitute was there.

	20. Petty
	Minor, unimportant
	Adjective
	Her petty mistakes were not enough to give her less than an A. 

	21. Famine
	Great lack of food in an area
	Noun
	The famine created much starvation in the area. 

	22. Rustic
	Country or rural 
	Adjective
	The rustic house looked as though it had never seen a modern design before. 

	23. Specter
	Ghost
	Noun
	The specter appeared in the doorway and scared me. 

	24. Extract
	Something separated from something else
	Verb
	She extracted from my summary that I liked the book.

	25. Valiant
	Gallant, brave
	adjective
	The valiant soldier died in the line of duty.

	26. Wrath
	Hatred
	Noun
	Her wrath against her mother made it hard to be in the same room with her.


