Course Syllabus

Steinmetz Academic Centre

Dr. Madon, Principal

Course Title: BIOLOGY R/UC/ELL
Textbook: Miller, Kenneth R, Levine, Joseph S.  BIOLOGY, Boston MA. ; Pearson Prentice Hall. 2010 
Teacher: Ms.H. Kokoszka
The best time to contact me is: during the school day call the main office or e-mail me 
Teacher CPS Email: hikokoszka@cps.edu
School Phone #: 773-534-3030 and leave a message for the teacher to return your call.

Course Description:  Biology is the scientific study of life. In this course, we will focus on central concepts: continuity, development, energy transfer, evolution, interdependence, and regulation. A major emphasis will be on developing these central concepts using scientific inquiry and understanding it.
Course Objectives: 

1. To use the methods of science to solve problems and to improve one’s ability to think critically. 

2. To develop skills in analyzing, organizing, and presenting scientific information.

3. To develop skills in using materials and ideas. 

4. To provide the information necessary for selecting individual educational and vocational goals.

Student Materials:  Notebook or composition journal, binder, pencil with eraser, pen, colored pencils, plastic metric ruler, calculator, School ID properly displayed.

Homework Policy: Homework is a necessary part of school, and is the key behind earning a good 

grade in any class.  So it is important to do homework. Please be sure that you complete all your assignments, and turn them in to me when they are due, so you will get full credit for them. Homework must be handed in at the start of the class or it will be considered late.
  It is the student’s responsibility to request make up assignments. Make up laboratory assignments and quizzes, tests, and exams must be arranged with the teacher. 

Grading:  
Classwork = 40%

Assessments = 30%

Projects and Labs = 20%

Homework = 10%
Standard Grading Scale:  90 and above=A     80-89=B      70-79=C      60-69=D      below 60=F

(Modified grade scales may be used for students with IEPs.)
Attendance:  It is extremely important that students attend class every day and are on time.  Bell ringer assignments are given in the first five minutes of each class.  If a student is tardy, he/she misses the bell ringer and is graded accordingly.  Students who have an excused absence must make up any work missed within one week of return (excluding extended excused absence). 

Attendance Policy:  Per CPS attendance policy, “Students who have unexcused absences in 20% [18 days] of the classes in a particular course during the period for which a unit of credit is earned shall not pass the course and shall receive no credit towards promotion.” Therefore, 18 days of such absence will result in failure of the course.

Scope and sequence: 
	Q1

9 weeks

09/06/11 – 11/10/11

UNIT 1: 4 weeks

 THE NATURE OF LIFE

Science and Inquiry. Laboratory Equipment and Safety.

The Scientific Method.

The Chemistry of Life.

UNIT 3: 5 weeks

CELLS

Cell structure and Function.

Photosynthesis. 


	Q2

9 weeks

11/12/11 – 01/28/12

UNIT 3 cont’d: 4 weeks

CELLS

Cellular Respiration & Fermentation.

Cell Growth and Division.

UNIT 4: 5 weeks

GENETICS

Introduction to Genetics.

DNA.

RNA & Protein Synthesis.


	Q3

10 weeks 

01/30/12– 04/13/12

UNIT 4 cont’d: 4 weeks

Human Heredity.

Genetic Engineering.
UNIT 5: 6 weeks

EVOLUTION

Darwin’s Theory of Evolution.

Evolution of Populations.

Classification.

History of Life.


	Q4

8 weeks 

04/16/12 – 06/15/12

UNIT 2: 8 weeks

ECOLOGY

The Biosphere.

Ecosystems and Communities.

Populations.

Humans in the Biosphere.


I have received my own copy of the syllabus.  I am signing this copy and returning it for the teacher to keep on file.

______________________________________

__________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature




Date

1. Home phone number  _______________________________ 
2. Cell Phone number  _________________________________
3.  Parent/Guardian email  ______________________________

I have read and/or had the syllabus explained to me: 

______________________________________

___________________________

Student Signature





Date













