MYP Biology

  Grade 9 One-World Essay Assignments

Introduction:

Stem cell research is being pursued in the hope of achieving major medical breakthroughs. Scientists are striving to create therapies that rebuild or replace damaged cells with tissues grown from stem cells and offer hope to people suffering from cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular disease, spinal-cord injuries, and many other disorders. Both adult and embryonic stem cells may also provide a route for scientists to develop valuable new methods of drug discovery and testing. They are also powerful tools for doing the research that leads to a better understanding of the basic biology of the human body. As the science advances, it is essential that scientists; religious, moral, and political leaders; and society as a whole continue to evaluate and communicate about the ethical implications of stem cell research.  2006, The National Academies: Understanding Stem Cells, an educational primer designed to provide basic knowledge to facilitate thinking about and understanding the scientific and ethical issues surrounding stem cells.
Assignment:

1. You will work individually to write an essay on Stem Cell Research. In your essay, you will need to explain the science and explore the issues of stem cell research (ethical, moral, political, economical, social, cultural, environmental). 

2. This topic is massive so you will need to do an extensive research in the library to develop your ideas and plan the structure of the essay.

3. The essay should be approximately 700-1200 words in length. Include a word count on your cover page.

4. Your cover page should include: the title, your name, class, and a word count.

5. You should use at least 8 reputable sources when searching for information.

6. In order to avoid plagiarism, acknowledge quoted and paraphrased material with parenthetical citations (author’s name, page #) and correctly formatted bibliography page using APA style.

7. Follow the attached MYP Criterion A and B Rubrics’ expectations for the assignment. You should aim to fulfill these criteria.
8. A printed copy of your essay is due on Monday, January 27, 2012
9. You will need to submit the electronic version of your final paper to your class’ folder at www.turnitin.com before the deadline.

Timetable:
1. Explanation of the assignment. Introducing the topic of Stem Cell 

   Research.  Questia demo. Discussion of MYP Criterion A and B rubrics.

   Introduction to APA style format.

2.  Independent library ( including Questia) and internet research.
3. Research materials, note-cards and an outline check.

4. Work on your first draft.

5. First draft check.
6. Revise your paper and finish your final draft.

7. Finish your Bibliography (Work Cited) page.

8. Submit an electronic of your essay to your class’ folder at ww.turnitin.com. Please obtain the receipt and turn it in with your printed copy of your essay.      
9. Final paper due with the receipt from turnitin.com
