Tips on Doing Well in Biology
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The most common problem that new students have is that their study skills are not adequate for high school classes.  Studying involves more than just “cramming the night before a test.”  The following are offered as suggestions to help improve your grade in biology as well as strategies for being successful throughout your high school career.
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PAY ATTENTION IN CLASS.  DO NOT use your cell phone or iPod, etc. in class---IT WILL BE CONFISCATED! 
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BE ORGANIZED!  Date your notes, handouts, labs, etc. and keep them organized in your notebook.
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PREPARE FOR CLASS the night before by reading over your notes that you have written that day.  
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STUDY NEW VOCABULARY. Write down any vocabulary words on an index card that you are unfamiliar with. Remember, you need to learn the language of science!
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COMPLETE all worksheets, study questions and homework assignments when they are assigned. Turn them in when they are due!
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READ TEXTBOOK pages that are assigned for homework.  Read boldface words, pictures and diagrams that are in the textbook.
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STUDY NIGHTLY and “chunk” class material to prevent it from becoming too overwhelming.  Cramming is USELESS! It does not foster long term understanding.
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STUDY WITH FRIENDS and/or see your teacher for extra help before/after school, or during lunch.
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REGULARLY MONITOR YOUR PROGRESS in class by checking your grades on the student portal.
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If you are having difficulty or feeling overwhelmed, GET HELP EARLY in the school year!

How to Fail
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Always arrive late.
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Never “slip” into your desk (seat) quietly.  Instead, make a “big production” upon entering the room by interrupting the class, dropping your books on the floor, etc.  Better yet, don’t have your books with you.
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Never bring a pen/pencil to class.  Always borrow one from another student or the teacher.
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Never bring your notebook to class.  Let other people spend money on paper (supplies) while you just keep borrowing from them.
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Use the paper you borrowed to write a note.  After you finish, make a big deal out of passing, or better yet, throwing it across the room to someone else disturbing as many people as possible.
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Never, ever do your homework.  The teacher will admire your consistency.
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Lose your textbook during the first few days of school so you will have an excuse for not reading your assignments.
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During class, “doodle” your notebook, folder, desk, or chair.
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Draw as much attention to yourself as possible by being loud, obnoxious, or simply looking to start an argument with another student or the teacher.

[image: image20.jpg]


Groan or make other sounds after you have been asked to something.
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Say this is “BORING” loudly every five minutes or so, especially when the classroom is quiet.
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Ask the question, “Why do we have to learn this stuff?” as often as possible.
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After the teacher says, “Turn to page 36,” ask, “What page?”
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When your group or partner is depending on you, show up unprepared, better yet don’t show up at all.
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If you absolutely can’t talk in class, fall asleep instead of working on your next assignment (like homework or finishing a lab)!
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Never express concern about your grade until the last day of the grading period.  Then ask the teacher for extra credit you can do to make up ALL the missing and failing assignments.
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Tease the student that sits in front of you by banging the back of their chair or making strange noises.
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Always chew gum loudly and leave candy wrappers in the room for someone else to pick up.
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Plagiarize.
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If you decide to do homework, be sure to copy it from someone else.
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If you decide to do your homework for another class, be sure to do it during biology class.
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Continuously use your cell phone to text or listen to your iPod during class.
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FOLLOWING THESE RULES WILL ENSURE YOU FAIL AND REPEAT THE CLASS AGAIN NEXT YEAR…SUMMER SCHOOL WILL BE DENIED!

