How do volcanoes affect the weather?
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[image: image2.jpg]Space Shuttle Photo showing
Mt. Spurr ejecta circling the globe.



This picture shows the ash and gases that are erupting from a volcano (Rabaul).


This photo was taken from outer space.  It shows the gases and ash from Mt. Spurr’s eruption.  See how it affects a lot of the earth?

When a volcano erupts, the weather near it is affected.  Large volcanoes affect the weather around the whole world.  Near a volcano that is erupting there will be a lot of rain, lightning, and thunder.  That is because of all of the ashes that are thrown up into the air.  The ashes attract and collect water droplets that are up in the air.  Scientists don’t know for sure why there is lightning and thunder during an eruption, but it is probably because of all of the ashes moving through the air all of a sudden.  In Hawaii, there is something called vog – fog from a volcano eruption.  When the lava hits the ocean water, it steams so much it makes fog, or vog.










