What are some good things volcanoes do?
Volcanic ash is good for the soil.  It has minerals that are good for plants.  All of the water we have on earth and most of the atmosphere came from volcanoes erupting.  Volcanoes also helped the earth cool down by releasing a lot of the heat from inside the earth.  Volcanoes make new land.  They make islands and new rocks when the lava cools.  

When the lava cools it makes new rocks.  People mine these rocks to use in concrete and many other uses.  

How do volcanoes affect plants and animals?

During an eruption, plants are destroyed over a wide area.  Plants grow back quickly after things cool off because volcanic soil is very rich.
Volcanoes kill animals and people in many ways.  Animals and people can be killed in lava flows.  They can also die from the gases released during a volcanic eruption.  Volcanoes can cause tsunami waves that kill many animals, plants, and people.  Volcanoes can cause forest fires too.  

Even animals that live in water can be killed by volcanoes.  Volcanic eruptions can cause the temperature and acid level of the water to change which can kill the fish.

