VanCleave
Goal: to improve writing

   *Compound and complex sentences teach variety.

First step to writing: make list, categorize

Noun—person, place, thing, idea

Verb—action

Linking verbs-- have has would been

Be verbs -- is are was were

Adjective—describes a noun

Subject—the thing doing the action

Clause – group of words with a subject and a verb

          Does not need to be a sentence

If the rain never stops

Since I slept

Before she finished the pie

As if Mike could drive

While the time passed

John went to the store. (a sentence and clause)

Independent clause—can stand alone

Dependent clause- can’t stand by itself as a sentence

Independent—John played at the park.

Independent— The play ended early.

Dependent- since women got to vote

Dependent- after you buy a new car

Simple sentence

1 independent clause

Compound sentence

2 independent clauses joined by a connecting conjunction
Ex: John went to the store, but it was closed.

Connecting conjunctions

FANBOY

For And Nor But Or Yet

Conjunctions: since, until, although, because, yet, nor, unless, but, if…

*Dependent clause-comma-conjunction-independent clause

*No commas when independent then dependent

Ex: My back hurts whenever it rains.

     

Whenever it rains, my back hurts.

Prepositions—in, on, through, under, beside, around…

Adjective phrase—describes a noun

Adjective phrase- describes a verb

Adjective                 noun               prepositional phrase

	brown
	tree
	in the forest

	many slimy 
	frogs
	on the rock

	furious
	dogs
	near the door

	short
	ladder
	beside the house


Adjective phrase describes a noun. 
Adjective         noun           verb     prepositional phrase  

	brown
	tree
	swayed
	in the forest

	many slimy
	frogs
	rested
	on the rock

	furious
	dogs
	growled
	near the door

	short
	ladder
	fell
	beside the house


    Adverb phrase describes a verb.

Basic paragraph has a topic sentence, 3 supporting sentences, and a concluding sentence.

*Every supporting sentence must refer to the topic sentence.


There are many movies I love to watch. I enjoyed movie (1) because it is very realistic. I liked the movie (2) because it was exciting. Movie (3) had a good ending. These are movies I could watch all the time.

