ACT III


Act III opens with Mother nervously sitting on the porch, waiting for Chris to return. It is 2 o’clock in the morning. Jim joins her having returned from an unnecessary emergency call. With his usual bitterness, Jim denounces society for being too concerned with money – materialism  Jim assures Mother that Chris will come back for the simple reason that compromise is always made – ideals are compromised in the face of reality. We discover that Jim has always known of Keller’s guilt, but had kept it to himself. In a sense, Chris is a younger version of Jim. In his younger days, Jim had ideals of helping humanity but had to compromise for the sake of his family. 


As Jim exits in search of Chris, Keller enters. Keller is no longer the open, friendly neighbor we met in Act I. Keller demands Mother’s sympathy and support. In the conversation that develops between the two, it is clear that Keller doesn’t understand the enormity of his crime and believes that all his actions were justified for they served a greater purpose – his family. Keller rejects Mother’s plan to admit his crime and pretend to be willing to pay for it in jail. He says “I’m his father and he is my son and if there’s anything bigger than that, I’ll put a bullet in my head” – and indeed he does. Keller makes a fatal mistake in misunderstanding Larry’s basic personality and priorities in life. Larry, in a sense, can be said to be the true idealist in the play. He couldn’t face the fact that his father and Ann’s father had caused the deaths of 21 pilots. Therefore, he decided to go on a suicide mission, and he asked Ann not to wait for him.


Ann enters and she senses the tension. She declares that she will do nothing concerning the case on one condition – she wants Mother to admit that Larry is dead so that she can marry Chris. Mother, of course, refuses. As a last resort, Ann shows Mother the farewell letter Larry wrote to her. Mother is in shock and horror. Meanwhile, Chris enters and he informs Ann and Mother of his immediate plans. In moving to Cleveland, Chris is compromising just as Jim had predicted he would. Yet his conscience won’t allow him to live in or be a part of the Keller home. Chris loses faith in mankind as well as in himself. His ideals suddenly seem empty in a society that values individualism and capitalism. This is a harsh criticism against society. 


In final desperation, Ann pushes Larry’s letter into Chris’s hands in the hope that it will give Chris a strong enough reason to jail his father. Chris finds it difficult to face what his father did because it shatters the illusion he had of his father as being infallible – a person who can’t be wrong. Keller finally understands the monstrosity of his crime after hearing and understanding the contents of Larry’s letter. He finally realizes the fact that the 21 dead pilots really mattered. To Chris and Larry these pilots were like brothers – “but I think to him [Larry] they were all my sons”. The play ends with Keller committing suicide by shooting himself. His death may be interpreted in two ways. First, just another means of escaping and avoiding difficult situations. Second, a sign that Keller is overcome by shame, sorrow and remorse at the terrible crime he committed. He finds the fitting punishment – a death sentence. 


The last word of Mother to Chris – “live” – gives us new hope that Chris and Ann might find happiness together and may build a better world together.

GENERAL THEMES IN THE PLAY
1.
The impact of war on the life of people: the young (Chris, Larry, Ann & George) – as a result of the war they lost their chance to have normal life like Frank who never went to war. And the old generations (Mother, Keller, Steve) – they made money as a result of the war, went to jail, but they also lost a son. 

2.
The conflict between idealism (Chris, Larry, Ann & George), materialism (Keller, Sue & Mother) and compromise (Jim).

Social responsibility (Chris, Larry, Ann & George) Vs.  Family loyalty (Keller & Mother).

3.
Reality Vs. Appearance. Things aren’t what they seem to be. The play begins on a peaceful Sunday morning, yet the night before the play starts there was a storm that broke the tree planted in Larry’s memorial. This storm is a clue for the internal storm (turmoil as a result of 2 things: Larry reported missing, the case) in the Keller family. At the end, the family is breaking just as the tree broke at the beginning because of the storm.

4.
The significance of Keller’s suicide and the meaning of the title of the play. Can be interpreted in two ways: a death sentence for a crime he committed, an escape from reality and inability to face the consequences of his actions.

5.
War profiteering - social criticism against people who made money during the war while people got killed in the battlefield.

6.
The role of the minor characters in the play – to increase tension at certain points in the play, to enhance the social criticism in the play.

Frank – prepares the horoscope for Larry in order to determine whether Larry got killed on November 25th on mother’s request. He discovers that Larry is alive while in reality he is dead. In addition, he is the true winner because he never went to war.

Lydia – was George’s love but he lost her to Frank since he went to war.

Jim – represents compromise. He had high ideals but he had to give them up because he has a family to take care of. He symbolizes the compromises we have to make as adults who have responsibilities towards other people. At the end of the play Chris will compromise too.

Sue – represents pure materialism. She wants her husband to make money even if he doesn’t enjoy what he does.  

7.
Meanings of names in the play. (Keller / killer, Chris / Christ, Mother as the tragic figure – she did everything to keep the family together, but her slip of the tongue breaks her family.)

Trademarks Of Miller's Plays

Miller declared "In all my plays and books I try to take settings and dramatic situations from life which involve real questions of right and wrong."

The idealist who pays too much for his inability to compromise. All My Sons' Chris Keller's insists on dredging up a past that holds unbearable truths.

The theme of man's responsibility to his fellow man. This was most strongly expressed in All My Sons, where one man's greed haunts him in the worst possible way -- in the death of his son.

The Guilt of the survivor. Chris Keller, unlike his father, bears no responsibility for the death of his brother and other victims of the war. Yet he is haunted by the fact that he's alive while others died.

