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What you should know!!!
Definition: A paragraph is a group of sentences about a certain topic
The Parts of a Paragraph
A paragraph has three main parts:

1.
The Topic Sentence is usually the first sentence of the paragraph. It should be  a short, general statement which states the main idea of the paragraph.


Examples:

· The average teenager watches too much TV.
· Most students find it difficult to write a composition in English. 

2.
The Supporting Sentences develop the topic sentence by giving reasons, details and examples. All the supporting sentences in a paragraph must relate to the topic sentence. Do not include unrelated ideas.

3.
The Concluding Sentence summarizes the main idea of the paragraph. It restates the topic sentence (in different words) and leaves the reader with a clear impression of the main idea.

Note: A concluding sentence is not always necessary.
Look at this model paragraph and find:
a. the topic sentence

b. the supporting sentences

c. the concluding sentence

d. the sentence connectors

e. how the model paragraph is organized

Why I want to Learn English
There are three main reasons why I want to learn English. To begin with, English has become an international language. That is, it is now used by most international companies, including the company where I work, for business communication. Moreover, I’d like to learn English so that I can travel to English-speaking countries. The United States, England, Australia and many other countries all use English as their primary language. Finally, learning English is important for me because I plan to move to the U.S. in the future. I will become a manager for my company soon. To sum up, I am really excited about learning English.
What Makes a Good Paragraph

A good paragraph expresses only one main idea (as stated in the topic sentence). The moment you wish to discuss a different idea, you must begin a new paragraph.

A good paragraph makes sense because all of the parts fit together well and logically. One sentence moves smoothly into the next, making the paragraph easy to read and understand. You can achieve this by:

1.
Repeating key nouns
Example: There are many working children all over the world. In some countries, children make up an important part of the work force. 
2.
Using pronouns to refer back to the nouns 
Example: Many children are employed in agriculture, others in factories where they may work for long hours under difficult conditions, often ruining their health at an early age. 
3.
Using connectors to show the relationship of ideas.
Examples: 
The job is interesting and the pay is good. In addition, my co-workers are all very friendly and helpful. (to add information).
Parents often have difficulty communicating with children. In the same way, teenagers often find it impossible to confide in their parents. (to show a parallel situation).
Many of the girls were excellent at languages. However, the boys generally did better in math. (to show contrast).
The teacher did her best to create a pleasant atmosphere in the classroom. As a result, she was well liked by the pupils. (to show result).
I considered the matter settled and didn’t think any more about it. A few days later, I overheard a conversation which made me change my mind. (to show sequence).


a. Order of importance – arrange the information in the order of importance, starting with the most important points.

b. Listing points – if there is no particular order of importance, list the points in any order you wish.

c. Chronological order – arrange the facts in the order of their occurrence. Use time expressions to show the relationship of events.

d. For and against – first give the advantages (pros) and then the disadvantages (cons), or the reverse depending on your opinion or what you want the reader to remember.

e. Comparison and contrast – show how things are similar to and different from each other.

f. Cause and effect – first give the causes then the results.
 


Read each topic sentence and each of the sentences below it. Decide which sentences are relevant to the topic and cross out any that are not.

1.
Dogs make wonderful pets.

a. Dogs are friendly and affectionate.


b. There are many different kinds of dogs.


c. They are loyal


d. They provide us with companionship

2.
Tom Hanks is an excellent actor.


a. He has an extraordinary ability to portray his characters convincingly.


b. He plays both comic and serious roles equally well.


c. Tom has a boyish charm which makes him seem younger than his age.


d. Tom recently received an Academy Award for his part in the film
                Philadelphia.
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