RELATING TO AN ISSUE: A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Read the following sample letter

	Wagner’s voice

Dear Editor,

Tom Segev wrote in support of performing Wagner’s music in Israel, but one essential fact was overlooked. Wagner was not a simple anti-Semite, but also a passionate racist, whose operas, like “Lohengrin”, “Tannhauser” and especially “Parcifal”, preached the Aryan purity and superiority of the blond, blue eyed German race. 

The adolescent Hitler embraced the meaning and sound of Wagner’s music. As a soldier, he carried the score of “Tristan and Isolde” in his knapsack, and, as a budding Nazi orator patterned the declamation of his speeches on the dynamics of Die Meistersinger in order to achieve maximum effect. 

At the peak of his power, on every one of Hitler’s birthdays all German opera houses played only Wagner’s music. Hitler maintained close ties with the surviving members of Wagner’s family. He often declared: “Whoever wants to understand National Socialism must know Wagner. National Socialism was anchored in the works of Wagner.”

To sum up, Wagner must be considered as the spiritual father of National Socialism in Germany. Ttherefore, until the last of the Holocaust survivors is gone – and it will not be too long now – Wagner’s music must not be officially played in the concert halls and opera houses and not on the airwaves of the Jewish state.

                                                                                         Anna Levin

                                                                                          Jerusalem



Structure of a letter to the editor

	Paragraph I
	Introduces the issue and states who or what the writer is relating to.

	Paragraph II
	Gives explanations and examples that support and justify his opinion.

	Paragraph III
	

	Paragraph IV
	Summarizes the issue and requests action. Sign your name.


Useful expressions

	In my opinion
	I think/ feel/ believe that
	Obviously

	As I see it
	I agree / disagree
	Clearly

	It seems to me that
	As far as I’m concerned
	Fortunately / unfortunately

	It is clear that
	Personally,
	Of course


תחתית הטופס

