
Pre- writing:

1. Decide where you stand on the issue.  Do you agree/Disagree? What do you have to add to the discussion? Personal experience? Observations?  The end result of this decision-making process should be a strong one sentence thesis statement.

Writing Tips
1. The Introduction- An opinion essay requires a topic sentence. Make general remarks about the subject and state your opinion clearly.

2. The Main Body- In the body of an opinion piece each of the relevant facts needs to be examined and interpreted according to your thesis statement. Present your viewpoints and justify them with reasons and/or examples. We use present tenses in such pieces of writing, as well as text organizers and linking words.
3. The Conclusion- Clearly summarize the argument you have made.

Model essay:                    The Reality of Not Quite Reality TV

    Many people claim that Reality TV is an entertaining reflection of real life. From my point of view, the majority of Reality TV isn't even remotely close to reality. There is nothing real about a bunch of people on an island competing against each other and voting people off, as on "Survivor". 

    To begin with, Reality TV is quite stupid. Most of it is even offensive and morally wrong. Take, for example, the show Temptation Island. Most of the reality TV shows include competition between the people on the show. As a result, people hurt and insult each other in order to win foolish contests. 
In addition, reality TV is shallow and cruel. A lot of the shows are about money or physical attraction. Although it's not just reality TV that focuses on money and sex, these two things seem to be the focus of many shows today. Therefore, Reality TV sends a negative message to people. In other words, the messages people get is that money is more important than morals and values. Also, you have to be thin and beautiful in order for people to like you 
    To sum up, the only reality part of these shows is the way the contestants treat each other with disrespect and cruelty. Therefore, I firmly believe that Reality TV is just entertainment at its worst.
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