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Past Simple or Past Perfect? (2)

1. When we .................................. (ARRIVE) we .................................. (LEARN) that the train ................................. (LEAVE)

2. In January we .................................... (ACHIEVE) better results than anyone ................................... (EVER EXPECT)

3. He ............................. (ADMIT) that he ................................. (PUSH) his wife from the window because he ................................... (ALWAYS WANT) to do that

4. I ................................. (KEEP) looking at that man wondering where I .............................. (MEET) him before

5. Professor Dexter .......................................... (FALL) ill with some kind of a rare tropical disease only after he ..................................... (RETURN) from Asia
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How long ........................................... (THEY / KNOW) each other before Stella ........................................ (MARRY) Malcolm?

7. When I ………………………………. (TRY) to use my laptop, I …………………………….. (REALISE) the battery ………………………………….. (RUN) down

8. Imagine what! My husband .................................... (TELL) me last night that he ..................................... (COME) back late only because he ........................................ (MEET) a fairy on his way home!

9. My brother ....................................... (BUY) a new camera last week because his old one .................................. (BE) stolen
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They ................................... (HAVE) no more money because they .................................... (SPEND) everything on duty free whisky

11. Julia ................................... (EAT) her dinner by the time I ................................. (RETURN) home

12. When Doctor Watson ................................... (FIND) Holmes sitting in his favourite green armchair, he ................................... (KNOW) that his friend ................................. (NOT SLEEP) the previous night

13. By the time her mother ................................. (GET) home, Lisa .................................. (ALREADY FINISH) all the housework

14. When Dora ................................ (GO) to pay for the petrol she ....................................... (PUT) in her car, she .................................. (REALISE) that she .................................... (LOSE) her credit card
15. When I ............................... (HEAR) the noise at the window, I .................................. (KNOW) that someone ................................ (TRY) to break into the house
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I .................................... (TURN) the computer off, but forgot that I .............................. (NOT SAVE) my work

17. The man .................................. (EXPLAIN) that all the stories he ................................ (TELL) us about dogs were true

18. I knew I .................................... (RECEIVE) a virus when I ................................ (RUN) the anti-virus program

19. When the screen .............................. (GO) blank, I couldn’t understand what ..................................... (HAPPEN)

ANSWER KEY

1. arrived – learnt – had left

2. achieved – had ever expected

3. admitted – had pushed – had always wanted

4. kept – had met

5. fell – had returned

6. had they known – married

7. tried – realised – had run

8. told – had come – had met

9. bought – had been

10. had – had spent

11. had eaten – returned

12. found – knew – hadn’t slept

13. got – had already finished

14. went – had put – realised – had lost

15. heard – knew – had tried

16. turned – hadn’t saved

17. explained – had told

18. had received – ran

19. went – had happened
