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Prefixes and Suffixes
        Here is a list of some of the most common.  Read through the list and think of another example for each kind.

PREFIXES

	PREFIX
	MEANING / USE
	EXAMPLE 1
	EXAMPLE 2

	Dis-
	Opposite or negative
	Dishonest
	

	Il-
	Not – used before l
	Illegal
	

	Im-
	Not – used before b, m and p
	Impossible
	

	Ir-
	Not - used before r
	Irregular
	

	In-
	Not
	Indecisive
	

	Un-
	Not
	Unhappy
	

	Mis-
	Bad/badly
	Misbehaving
	

	
	Wrong/wrongly
	Misunderstand
	

	Non-
	negative
	Nonalcoholic
	

	Post-
	Later or after
	Postwar
	

	Pre-
	Before 
	Prewar
	

	Re-
	Again
	Redo
	

	Ex-
	Former
	Ex-president
	

	Anti-
	against
	Antibiotic
	

	Pro-
	for
	Pro-Russian
	

	Over-
	Too much
	Overcooked
	

	Under-
	Not enough
	Underpaid
	

	Fellow-
	The same as you
	Fellow-countryman
	

	Co-
	With or partner
	Co-pilot
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SUFFIXES
	SUFFIX
	USE
	EXAMPLE 1
	EXAMPLE 2

	-ship (noun)
	The state of having a position, job or membership
	Membership
	

	-ance (noun)
	Nouns (also –ence)
	Appearance
	

	-ity (noun)
	With that quality
	Stupidity
	

	-ment (noun)
	Noun from a verb
	Government
	

	-ness (noun)
	Noun from an adjective
	Kindness
	

	-ion (noun)
	nouns
	Election
	

	-ful (adjective)
	Full of something
	Painful
	

	
	Amount of a substance needed
	Cupful
	

	-less (adjective)
	Without something
	Hopeless
	

	-y (adjective)
	Full or covered with something
	Dirty
	

	
	Tending to do something
	Sleepy
	

	
	Like or typical
	Wintry
	

	
	Make less formal
	Daddy
	

	-al (adjective)
	Having that quality
	Musical
	

	-ous (adjective)
	Having that quality
	dangerous
	

	-ic (adjective)
	Having that quality
	poetic
	

	-proof (adjective)
	repelling
	waterproof
	

	-able (adjective)
	That you can do something 

(also –ible)
	Washable
accessible 
	

	-ise / -ize (verb)
	Verb from an adjective
	Modernise
	

	-en (verb)
	Verb from an adjective
	Lighten
	

	-ify (verb)
	Verb from an adjective
	simplify
	


Prefixes and Suffixes

Use the prefixes and suffixes you know to create new words.

1. write again - 


____________________

2. not correct - 


____________________

3. read again - 


____________________

4. not literate - 


____________________

5. not proper - 


____________________

6. make again - 


____________________

7. not active - 


____________________

8. not locked - 


____________________

9. not invited - 


____________________

10. not used - 


____________________

11. not certain - 


____________________

12. not comfortable - 

____________________
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the condition of being sad - 
____________________

14. the condition of being crazy -
____________________

15. eat too much - 


____________________

16. charge too much money - 
____________________

17. the condition of not being happy - ____________________

18. sleep too much - 


____________________

19. the condition of being ugly - 
____________________

20. not agree - 


____________________

21. not content - 


____________________

22. not honest - 


____________________

23. the process of discussing - 
____________________

24. the noun for the word confuse - 
____________________

25. the state of being real - 

____________________

26. the state of being disabled - 
____________________

27. the quality of being equal - 
____________________

28. the state or condition of being probable - ____________________

29. the noun for patient - 

____________________

30. the noun for prefer - 

____________________

31. to understand incorrectly - 
____________________

32. to spell incorrectly - 

____________________ 

33. the noun for different - 

____________________

34. to inform incorrectly - 

____________________

35. not pay enough - 

____________________

	Prefixes

In, un, im, ir, il, non, re, over, under, mis, 

	Suffixes 

-ence, -ion, -ity, 


Change the words in brackets by adding a suitable prefix.

1. It’s _________________ to sell liquor to minors.(legal)

2. Little children need help when they first start walking because they feel _________________ and _________________. (steady, secure)

3. Today it is possible to _________________ different organs to save lives. (plant)

4. Your handwriting is _________________. (legible)

5. Ron is _________________ He doesn’t have manners. (polite)

6. We put iodine on a wound to _________________it. (infect)

7. He retired from politics and is now _________________ in that field (active)

8. He was fired because the boss was _________________ with his work. (satisfied)

9. He broke his leg and had to stay _________________ in bed. (mobile)

10. Your behaviour is _________________ (rational)

11. _________________ the poor animal. (tie)

12. Ethiopian athletes are very fast and can _________________ their rivals. (run)

13. The horse was _________________. That’s why he is so thin. (fed)

14. Mozart’s father was _________________ regarding his children. He expected them to achieve too much. (ambitious)

15. _________________ to the sun can lead to harmful effects. (exposure)
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Your supper is cold. You will have to _________________ it. (heat)

17. Don’t _________________ his ability. He is unable to do this without someone’s help. (estimate)

18. Mr. Sear _________________ his wife by many years. He died 20 years after she did. (lived)

19. He _________________ the distance between himself and the car in front of him and this resulted in a collision. (judged)

20. Children in poor countries suffer from _________________ because they don’t get enough food. (nutrition)

21. The researcher’s methods are _________________ even though he claims that they are scientific. (scientific)

22. Don’t _________________ me. I don’t want to hurt you. (understand)

23. War can _________________ soldiers and turn them into machines. (humanize)

24. Rami is _________________. He can’t sit still for a minute. (active)

25. We attacked in the morning. The _________________ of the enemy came later. (attack)

26. Jews and Arabs _________________ in many cities in Israel. (exist)

27. In order to make teenagers aware of the dangers, the police are conducting an intensive _________________ campaign. (drug)

28. There are many daily _________________ flights between Europe and America. (Atlantic)

29. Is he expected to be _________________ just because he was born in the USA? (American)
30. Your paper doesn’t meet the requirements of the course. I’m afraid you’ll   have to _________________ it. (write)
Add a suitable suffix to create new words
a) The boy thanked me and ………… was reflected in his eyes. (satisfy)

b) Sarah has a beautiful ………… with her boyfriend. (relation)

c) Her attitude shows a low degree of ………… . (sensitive)

d) Everyone is entitled to his/her ………… . (happy)

e) I wonder if black people will ever have ………… as whites in America. (equal)

f) I loved the first film of the series ” The lord of the rings”. Its name was the ………… of the ring. (fellow)

g) The ………… of traditional food is something we can’t avoid in a global era. (international)

h) Maria is a ………… of two qualities, which are really interesting. She is both tender and tough. (combine)
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