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This Day in History - Project
1. Choosing team mates -[image: image4.jpg]


 Choose your team mates – up to 4 in each team.
 2. Choosing a topic
a. Choose a general area of interest and then narrow it down to one topic. 

Umbrella Topic: This Day in History. Choose an important date in human history, describe what happened on that day, explain the background of the people involved and their actions. Finally, give an account of the influence of this day on human history as you see it.
b. Now ask a research question you will answer in your project: 
How did ________________ influence _________________?
For example: How did Eichmann’s trial influence the way people perceive the Holocaust? 

Examples of important dates:
- M. L. King’s assassination
- Israel’s declaration of independence
- The first landing on the moon

- The attack on Pearl Harbor

- The day Anna Frank’s diary was published
- The Nuremberg trials

- Einstein’s birthday

- The day the peace treaty with Egypt was signed

- The A-bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

- The publication of the book Night by Wiesel

-  Adolph Eichmann’s trial 
- The day the Beatles became a band
3. Collecting Resources

   Choose the best resources for you and your project. Each member of the group must bring to class 2 sources and the best ones will be included in the project. The sources MUST be approved by your teacher!

List of different resources
	Interview
	Magazine

	Encyclopedia
	Questionnaire

	Internet
	Newspaper


4. Processing your Information

	Skimming and scanning an article + highlighting main ideas  
	Adding a quote

	Paraphrasing  (rewriting in your own words)
	Writing your bibliography 

	Summarizing an article in your own words!
	


       THE PROJECT CONSISTS OF 3 PARTS:
THE WORKING FILE includes:

a. Everything the members of the group have written down (drafts and summaries) with names on each paper. 

b. The original various sources you use in your work. Each source + the summary must be in a separate nylon bag.
c. All drafts and sources in this file will be checked and graded by your teacher.

2. THE WRITTEN PROJECT includes:

a.  Cover Page with the topic, the research question, the names of the members of the group and the teacher’s name on it.

b.  Table of Contents – includes numbers for each page.

c.  Introduction / rationale for the choice of topic – why you chose this topic. It is a paragraph that introduces the topic, the topic question and reason for choosing it in your own words.

d. Body that includes a number of paragraphs that deal with relevant information answering the questions you posed on the topic. This part is based on your summaries. The division into parts must be clear. (this part is at least 3-pages long) The body can be organized in 3 parts:     a. What happened on that day. B. The people involved and their actions. C. The impact of the date and the people on human history 
e. Conclusion  a paragraph that summarizes your work and presents your conclusions in your own words (answering your research questions.)

f. Bibliography which includes the names of your sources as well as a list of Internet sites you have used in alphabetical order. 
g. Reflection – as a group, answer questions on the project which show what you have learned. 

3. ORAL PRESENTATION is the way you present your work in front of the class.

a. All members of the group will participate in the presentation. Each member will present a different part..

b. Use any visual aid that is suitable for your topic. Be original!

c. The presentation will take 5-7 minutes. There will be time for questions. The presentation will be evaluated by the teacher and the class.

d. It must include background information on the topic, findings, conclusions and your opinion about it.
Pay careful attention to deadlines. 
Not following deadlines may lower your grade. 

Put this explanation in a plastic folder with your project.
	Deadlines
	Date 

	Choosing a team
	

	Choosing a topic and a research question
	

	Finding sources and bringing them to class for teacher’s approval
	

	Highlighting and summarizing the sources (first draft - body)
	

	Writing introduction and conclusion
	

	Writing reflection
	

	Handing in the final project
	

	Presenting the project in class
	


Remember! The project is 60% of the oral Bagrut. Without a project your grade for the oral Bagrut can be maximum 40!

Websites for you
Famous Birthdays -  http://www.famousbirthdays.com/
History Channel - http://www.historychannel.com/tdih/
When -  http://www.tnl.net/when/
BBC - On This Day -  http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/
Dates in History -  http://www.datesinhistory.com/
Features in History - http://features.yahoo.com/history/
Trivia - http://www.coolquiz.com/trivia/?id=uk
Time Capsule -  http://www.dmarie.com/timecap/
Today  - http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/today.html
On This Day -  http://www.on-this-day.com/
New York Times - On this day http://www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/
Guidelines for summarizing an article

1. Highlight the article – find the main ideas and underline them. The main ideas are the basis for the summary!

2. Include only the main ideas in the summary. You can use an example only if it is crucial to understanding the main idea.

3. The main ideas must be written in your own words! Paraphrase the key points in the text.

4. The length of the summary is about a third of the original text.

5. Combine and integrate information from the text by using connectors.

6. Each summary must have a title and bibliography.
7. Each student is responsible for summarizing one source at least.

8. When you hand in the summaries, put the summary and the original article in a separate nylon bag.
Important : after summarizing the sources you must incorporate them logically in the written project according to the different sections of the project. Do not cut and paste!!!

Your work must be aesthetically presented – clearly handwritten or typed. If you type, use Arial or New Times Roman 12 and use double space.  You may include pictures and illustrations in the appendix.
Self Reflection on the Project

1. What did you like best about working on this project? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What did you like least about working on this project? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What part of the project was the most difficult for you? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What part of the project was the easiest for you? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. In what ways has doing this project made you:
* a more independent learner ____________________________________
* more responsible for your learning ______________________________
* more confident in yourself ____________________________________
* more organized _____________________________________________

6. In what areas do you think that doing this project has helped your English improve? How?
* reading ___________________________________________________
* writing ___________________________________________________
* spelling __________________________________________________
* vocabulary ________________________________________________
* Speaking __________________________________________________

7. What did you learn about yourself as a learner from doing this project? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. How did each member of the group function? (contribution to the project success)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Other comments ______________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________

YB____           NAME:__________________________
Criteria for Assessing the Written Presentation
	Criteria


	# of Points

	Content
	     / 25

	Sources
	    / 10

	Language
	   / 15

	Effort 
	         / 10

	Individual Contribution to Accessing Information and Presenting
	   /  20

	Subtotal
	   / 80
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Criteria for Assessing the Oral Group Presentation
	Criteria


	# of Points

	Content
	/  5

	Effort 
	/  5

	Subtotal
	/10
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Criteria for Assessing the Oral Individual Presentation
	Criteria


	# of Points

	Content
	/ 5

	Language
	/ 5

	Subtotal
	/10

	TOTAL
	


[image: image3.png]de0e &

TR LY

GHe H o4

beo2 e




FINAL GRADE: _________________

WRITTEN EVALUATION: _______________________

Rubric for Assessing the Written Group and Individual Presentation
	Criteria
	Number of Points

	Content
	25 
	20
	15
	10
	5

	
	Includes all the required components. *
Content is clear, well-organized, written in pupils' own words.
	
	Includes five of the required components.
Content is mostly comprehensible, organized and is generally written in pupils' own words.
	
	Includes three or less of the required components.
Content is not clear, lacks organization and is not written in pupils' own words.

	Sources
	10
	7
	5
	2
	0

	
	Includes the required number of sources.
Sources are relevant to the topic, are integrated into the project, and are cited correctly.
	
	Includes less than the required number of sources.
Some of the sources are relevant to the topic, are integrated into the project, and are cited correctly on the whole.
	
	Did not mention sources used or did not cite correctly

	Language
	15 
	12
	9 
	6
	3 

	
	Correct sentence structure.
Rich and varied vocabulary.
Correct spelling and punctuation.
	
	Correct sentence structure most of the time.
Appropriate vocabulary.
Correct spelling and punctuation most of the time.
	
	Incorrect sentence structure most of the time.
Limited vocabulary.
Frequent mistakes in spelling and punctuation.

	Effort 
	10 
	8
	6
	4
	2

	
	Clear evidence of investment of time and effort.  Work is aesthetic.  
	
	Some evidence of investment of time and effort.  Work is fairly aesthetic.  
	
	Little evidence of investment of time and effort.  Work is not aesthetic.  

	  Individual 
 Contribution
	20 
	16
	12
	8
	4

	
	Actively participated and contributed to the group. **
Carried out tasks s/he was responsible for on time.
	
	Sometimes participated and contributed to the group.
Carried out only some of the tasks s/he was responsible for and/or not always on time.
	
	No participation or contribution to the group.
Did not carry out the tasks s/he was responsible for.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


· The required components include:  cover page, table of contents, introduction/rationale, body, conclusion,  bibliography, reflection  

· **Based on the Individual Contribution to Group Work form and the individual self-assessment/reflection.

Rubric for Assessing the Oral Group Presentation
	Criteria
	Number of Points

	Content
	5 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Includes all the required components.*
Content is clear and well organized.
	
	Includes three of the required components.
Content is mostly comprehensible and organized. 
	
	Includes two or less of the required components.
Content is not clear and lacks organization. 

	Effort
	5 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Clear evidence of investment of time and effort in the presentation. 
Active involvement of all members of the group.  
	
	Some evidence of investment of time and effort.  
Not all the members of the group are involved.
	
	Little evidence of investment of time and effort.  
No teamwork.


* The required components include:  introduction/rationale, findings, conclusions and an overview of  each pupil's contribution. 
Rubric for Assessing the Oral Individual Presentation
	Criteria
	Number of Points

	Content
	5 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Content is clear and well organized.
Conveys personal involvement.
Presentation is fluent and not read.
	
	Content is mostly comprehensible and organized. 
Little personal involvement is conveyed.
Presentation is fairly fluent and not read.
	
	Content is not clear and lacks organization. 
No personal involvement is conveyed.
Presentation is hesitant and/or read.

	Language 
	5 
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Correct sentence structure.
Rich and varied vocabulary.
Good pronunciation
	
	Correct sentence structure most of the time.
Appropriate vocabulary.
Adequate pronunciation. 
	
	Incorrect sentence structure most of the time.
Limited vocabulary.
Poor pronunciation.


Calculation of Final Grade for the Project
	Names of Members of the Group
	Written Presentation
	Oral Presentation
	Final Grade

	
	Group 
	Individual
	Group 
	Individual
	

	1.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	


          
              
