Mardi Gras Split Page Notes

	Question
	Response

	What was the 1st place to be named in Louisiana?  Who named it?


	

	Where did Mardi Gras celebrations originate?  What function did they serve?  What took place at the spring festivals?


	

	What caused a change in the way Mardi Gras was celebrated?


	

	What did the Creoles persuade the American governor to do in 1823?  Why was this necessary?


	

	When did the first documented parade take place?


	

	In early Mardi Gras parades, what items were tossed for extra fun?


	

	What did street rowdies toss that almost called for an end to Mardi Gras?


	

	Who saved Mardi Gras?  What organization did they form?  When?


	

	What Mardi Gras traditions was Comus responsible for creating?


	

	What is the source for most of the area’s krewe names?


	

	What methods are used to select krewe royalty?


	

	Who is responsible for every aspect of a Mardi Gras club’s activities?  What kinds of things do carnival clubs get involved in besides parading?


	

	When was the Rex organization formed?  Why was the organization formed?


	

	What Mardi Gras traditions is Rex credited with originating?


	

	What are the three Mardi Gras colors and what does each color represent?


	

	What is the Mardi Gras song?  What are the origins (inspiration) of the song?


	

	When was Zulu created?  What inspired its inception?  What changes were made to the organization in 1916?  What responsibilities did the Club take on?


	

	What are some of the characters and traditions Zulu is known for?


	

	What connections do Zulu and Rex share?


	

	Who are the Mardi Gras Indians?  Describe some of their traditions?


	

	When and why did King Cakes originate?


	

	What types of items are hidden in king Cakes world wide?


	

	When did King Cakes become a firm New Orleans tradition?  What importance did it have?


	

	Who began using plastic babies in King Cakes?  Why?  When?  What preceded them?


	

	How have King Cakes changed?


	

	What purpose did the Flambeaux serve?  What is interesting about the Flambeaux of today?


	

	When did throws become part of the Mardi Gras tradition?  What are some interesting details about them?


	

	What is H. Alvin Sharpe known for?  When did his idea come in to being?


	

	When were doubloons first thrown?  What organization threw them?


	

	What are “heavies”?  How are they distributed?


	

	What is the purpose of a doubloop?


	

	Who was the first krewe to issue invitations?  What made them special?  Why are they now collector’s items?


	

	What are ducal pins?  Why are they special?


	

	What is the meeting of the courts?  When does this occur?  Why is it important?


	

	What brought masking to Louisiana?  Why was it popular?


	

	What does masking represent today?


	

	What is the Courir du Mardi Gras?  Who is eligible to participate?


	

	Where is the Courir du Mardi Gras traditionally celebrated?


	

	Describe the (slightly odd) tradition that takes place after the gumbo is eaten?  What is the purpose of this tradition?


	

	What is the Boeuf Gras?  What does it symbolize?
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