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Mrs. Walker’s Multi-age Class
Welcome to our Gifted class!  I am looking forward to a great year with your child.  Before this year gets underway, this letter is a general overview of the goals, expectations, and basic requirements that have been planned for this year in our Gifted class. 

Language Arts –The Language Arts curriculum consists of reading, phonics, grammar, writing, spelling, and handwriting.  We will use this whole language approach in:
· Reading– using novels, trade books, & Jr. Great Books series, as well as the McMillan-McGrawHill Treasures/Reading for different units of study.  These reading books/selections that we will use this year will include fiction, nonfiction, and poetry selections organized in thematic units.  Each of our units will build on and enhance student creativity that offers opportunities for growth in higher-level thinking, reading, writing, and speaking.  A Reading/Vocabulary Folder will be brought home nightly where each child’s vocabulary list and exercises will be listed and completed.  Please go over vocabulary words and the story nightly with your child.   In addition to the Reading Homework, reading with your child for enjoyment will benefit your child’s reading success. Students will have opportunity to take Accelerated Reader tests on these books.  Assessments in Reading will include vocabulary tests, tests on skills, comprehension tests, oral reading, unit tests, and book reports/projects. 

· Language –which includes capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage skills that are incorporated in the Reading series and Language books.  Assessments will be based on tests of skill and usage in all creative writing projects.

· Spelling – will be introduced to a given phonics skill/word family.  Spelling homework will help build on the phonics skill being taught for each list.  Each student’s spelling list, that they are responsible for, will be highlighted on their Homework contract each Monday.  Spelling tests will be given each Friday in which they will identify correct spelling words and will write a passage using spelling words.  Students will receive a grades based on a combination of spelling, language skills (based on capitalization and punctuation), and handwriting.  

Math – The Math curriculum is designed to help children to learn a variety of mathematical concepts, as well as gain knowledge of basic arithmetic skills through Investigations.  Students will work on pattering, sorting, classifying, graphing, measurement, addition, subtraction, multiplication & division, probability, geometry, place value, and problem solving throughout the year.  Assessment in math will include problem solving activities, chapter tests, and cumulative tests.

Science and Social Studies – Many of our thematic units will often correlate with the science and social studies curriculum taught in each student’s homeroom.  There will be many hands-on activities relating to each unit of study.  

In ALL subjects, assessments will be based on student participation, class work, special projects, and cooperative group work.

Homework– Homework serves as a daily review.  On Mondays a homework contract will have homework assignments for the week along with a weekly overview that will keep you informed about what we are studying.  This is also posted on our class website- http://teacherweb.com/LA/LyonElementary/RWalker/newsflash.aspx.  As a reminder please check over (& not do) your child’s homework.  Please initial each night when the assignments are completed.    Please take time to review EVERY night Math Facts and take time to read with your child for enjoyment.  This will help with developing both reading and math skills. 

Sometimes important notices will be sent home in this folder- please check nightly. 

VIP/SIGNED PAPERS– will be sent home on WEDNESDAYs along with your child’s weekly work habit grade.  This is also the same day that your child will be receiving important papers from his/her homeroom teacher in CUB ROAR.  Please sign and return the graded papers in his/her folder the following day.  This will keep you aware of your child’s academic process.  Please feel free to comment in the designated column.  

Supplies –I will get with your child’s homeroom teacher and get the necessary supplies needed for our classroom.   If additional items are needed, I will let you know on you child’s weekly homework sheet.  Don’t forget to pay the $10.00 supply fee which covers the cost of workbooks, paint, ditto paper etc.  
Our Class Management Plan – Attached is the management plan we use in our class.  Please review the plan with your child, sign the paper and return the signature page.  I will keep it on file.  Your child’s daily conduct grade will be posted on your child’s Homework contract for you to initial every night.  Please refer to the student handbook for additional information on school behavior rules.  

If there are any additional questions or concerns, please feel free to call or schedule a conference at school.  I will greatly appreciate your help and working with your child.  Please let me know when it would be most convenient to call on you for help in our class/functions. 

With your support and our knowledge, your child can only succeed!!!!

Mrs. Walker
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