2010-2011 School Year

We are happy to announce that this year the children will have four teachers and an aide teaching them.  

Mrs. Kristin Adderley: English, Spelling, and Handwriting
Mrs. Rachel Driskill: Science and Social Studies

Miss Judi Sepulvado: Reading, Vocabulary, Handwriting, and Social Studies

Miss Sherrie Simpson: Aide

Mrs. Michelle Wagley: Math

We are looking forward to a wonderful school year!  

The following pages will explain our classroom procedures and subject information.
Morning Routine:
 Mrs. Wagley’s and Miss Sepulvado’s Homerooms
At 7:40, the children enter the classroom.  They are to unpack their books, turn in any notes from home, lunch money, place their clothes pin on the appropriate lunch item, gather their books for Mrs. Wagley’s , Mrs. Adderley’s , and Miss Sepulvado’s classes, and begin writing their homework in their planners.   We are checking attendance and filling out the lunch form at this time.  At 7:50-8:00, we line up and take a bathroom and water break.

Then at 8:00, the children will move to Mrs. Wagley’s, Mrs. Adderley’s and Miss Sepulvado’s classrooms to begin their day.
Reading: (Miss Sepulvado)
Mondays: The children will be introduced to the selection vocabulary, introduced to the selection genre (mysteries, nonfiction, fiction, etc.), read aloud a story to build the background of our genre for the week, read aloud a story to build upon their understanding of the week’s genre, and explained their practice book pages for the lesson.  Any work not completed in class, will be for homework.
Tuesdays: The children will review vocabulary words, review the genre, read the week’s selection together, be explained their practice book pages.  Any work not completed in class, will be for homework.
Wednesdays: The children will review vocabulary words, review the genre, listen to the week’s selection on CD, be explained their practice book pages for this lesson.  Any work not completed in class, will be for homework, take the Selection Comprehension Test.

Thursdays: The children will review vocabulary words, review the genre,
 read a story for comprehension, be explained their practice book pages for this lesson.  Any work not completed in class, will be for homework.
Fridays:  I will assess/test the children’s understanding of the week’s skills.
The Weekly Assessment Test assesses the children on the            following: 
Vocabulary, Reading Comprehension, Grammar, Mechanics and Usage, and Spelling.
Homework:  I assign the story or the children’s AR book to be read each night to help the children to build on their reading ability and comprehension skills.  Also, if the children do not complete their workbook pages, they are to finish this as homework. 

Grades:  I will take grades on tests, unit tests, workbook pages, participation, AR points (at the end of the nine weeks).
Weekly Assessment and Unit Assessment Tests: Our reading book “Treasures” incorporates the following subjects: reading, English, and spelling.  The Weekly Assessment and Unit Assessment Tests will assess the skills that will be taught in each of these subjects at the end of each week and at the end of each unit.
Vocabulary (Miss Sepulvado)
Monday:  The children will be assigned the two Definitions pages.  These pages give students a reasonably good core idea of what each word means.

Tuesday:  The children will be assigned the Match the Meaning page.  This page reinforces the students’ understanding and recall of the words’ meanings.

Wednesday:  The children will be assigned the Synonyms and Antonyms page.  This page will help the children expand their vocabulary.

Thursday:  The children will be assigned the Completing the Sentence page.  This page will help the children use context clues to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.

Friday:  The children will be assigned the Word Associations page.  This page will help the children demonstrate their understanding of the words by applying what they have learned in the unit. 

Homework:  If the children do not finish an assignment in class, it will be completed at home.

Grades: A grade will be taken twice a week on one of the assignments that I have assigned. The children will be given a weekly vocabulary test on Thursday of each week.  Review tests are given after four units have been completed.  A cumulative review test will be given after Units 1-8 and 9-16 is completed.  A Final Mastery test will be given once all of the units have been completed. 
English (Mrs. Adderley)
Each day we will have a specific skill to discuss and practice.  

For Example: Types of sentences in Unit 1--- One day we will identify phrases to determine if they are a sentence or not a sentence.  We will identify interrogative, imperative, exclamatory, declarative sentences on another day, etc.  We will begin each lesson by copying, correcting, and discussing DOL (Daily Oral Language).  

We will work in our text books or on the SmartBoard discuss and practice the skill of the day. The children will be assigned the corresponding workbook/worksheet page as seatwork/homework.   

Homework: What the children have not completed in class or what I have assigned will be their homework.

Grades: Grades will be taken on workbook pages, tests, unit tests, writing assignments, and participation.

Spelling (Mrs. Adderley)
 On Mondays, the children will be introduced to the week’s spelling words.  They will be given 20 words + 5 bonus words each week.  A pretest will be given to the children on Monday.  Each day, the children will have a lesson activity in class to help review their spelling words of the week.  A practice book page or a spellingcity.com activity page will be assigned each day to help the children in the learning of these words.  Students will also create a creative writing piece using their spelling words.  The creative writing pieces can be completed in several forms, including but not limited to stories and poems. These will be graded weekly.
Homework: The children are to study each night on their words and finish any unfinished work that was assigned in class.

Grades: Grades will be taken on the weekly spelling tests and writing assignments.  The posttest will be given on Friday.
Handwriting: (Mrs. Adderley/Miss Sepulvado)
Due to time constraints in the classroom, the children will practice their handwriting as seatwork.   I will assign one to two pages per day.  Time will be given in class for the children to work on their homework assignments.

Homework:  No homework unless the assignment(s) haven’t been completed.
Grades:  I will not be taking formal grades on the children’s writing, but I will be monitoring their handwriting for improvement.  Cursive writing will be our main style of writing in fourth grade!
Social Studies (Mrs. Driskill/Miss Sepulvado)
We will be learning about the “Regions” of the United States.  This will include the Southwest, Southeast, West, Northeast, and Midwest.
We will also be studying many skills involving maps.

Homework: The children will be assigned reading assignments if not completed in class along with defining definitions and describing “people and places” listed at the beginning of each lesson.  The children will be assigned an electronic lesson once a week to be completed at home using the information that I will provide for them. Workbook pages will also be assigned as needed for each lesson.
Projects: The children will be working on projects at the completion of each region.  More information will be posted and discussed in class about these projects as this time approaches.

Tests: Tests will be given at the end of the chapter about every two weeks or so.  Unit tests will also be given at the end of each unit. 

Quizzes: These may be given to check on the children’s reading of their assignments that have been assigned to them. 

Grades will be taken on tests, unit tests, quizzes, workbook pages, electronic lessons, and projects, etc.

Science (Mrs. Driskill)

The children will be discovering the following: A World of Living Things, Looking at Ecosystems, Earth’s Surface, Patterns on Earth and in Space, Matter and Energy, and Forces and Motion.

Homework: Children will be assigned pages to read, vocabulary words to define, questions to be answered, and experiments to perform.  Homework will be assigned only if work is not completed in class.

Quizzes and Tests: Will be given periodically at the end of the completed chapter/unit.

Grades: Grades are taken on homework, quizzes, workbooks, tests, participation/cooperation, and projects.  Children will work with partners/small groups as needed.  

Math (Mrs. Wagley)

Daily: Each day class begins with brief (approx. 10 min.) independent lessons.  We then discuss and review this as a class.   Children are expected to participate by asking and answering questions during the discussion.  Children are required to show their work in their folders/notebooks.  Each day, children will take timed multiplication fact quizzes. The lowest grade from the week will be dropped and the other quizzes will be averaged together to reach one quiz grade for the week.

The children will be taught skills that are to be mastered for the lesson or chapter that we will be covering for the week.  During the lessons, the children will work independently, in groups, or pairs—depending on the structure of the lesson.  Children will work problems on the board as well as in their notebooks.  Quizzes will be given on a weekly basis.
Homework: Math homework is assigned daily.  When class time allows, time is given to begin on homework in class.  Some children may be able to finish in class.  If they do not finish in class, they are to complete the assignment for homework.  All children are expected to give their best effort on their homework and encouraged to ask questions when they do not understand something.  “I didn’t understand” or “I didn’t have time” will not be accepted as an excuse for a missing assignment.

Grades: Weekly folder and notebook checks (10 points each)

Completed homework assignment returned the day it is due (5 points)

Participation—Weekly (10 points)

Lesson quizzes--Weekly (20-50 points depending on the skills covered)

Chapter test— Will be given at the completion of a chapter (100 points)

Centers

Once a child has completed his/her assignments, he/she will get a center activity to work on at their desk, or may read in the Reading Center.  

Tests:

Our tests are given from booklets that we keep in class or from copies that the children will write their responses on.  The children will write their responses on loose-leaf paper/answer sheets for the tests that we give from the tests booklets that we keep in class.  This process really reduces the amount of time that it takes us to prepare our lessons, and the children gain practice in taking tests from a variety of ways. 
Accelerated Reader/Library: (Miss Sepulvado)
Each week, the children will go to the library as a class to check out a book.  The children can take their AR test whenever they are ready to.  (When the children have completed an AR book and need to take a test—they can go to the computer in our room to take their test as well as in the library.   I require each child to read 10 points the First Nine Weeks, 15 points the Second Nine Weeks, 20 points the Third Nine Weeks, and 25 points for the Fourth Nine Weeks. The children will receive an AR grade to be added to their reading grade at the end of each nine week grading period.  I encourage you to also check out books, on your AR level, from the public library and take tests on those books at school as well.

Discoveries 
Children who attend Discoveries will be responsible for completing any missed class assignment, and will turn the assignment in when it is due.

Monday Folder:

On Monday, We will send home the children’s graded papers that they have been assigned the previous week. (We will probably NOT be able to grade all tests, etc. the day that the test has been given due to our busy schedule and number of assignments that we will be grading.)  Inside the folder, will also be the children’s conduct grade for the prior week.  Parents please sign the conduct sheet and send the sheet and the papers back to school on Tuesday.  We then will take the children’s papers and file them in a portfolio.  This portfolio will be available at parent-teacher conferences or anytime you need to ask us something about your child’s academic progress. 
Conduct:

The children will begin the week with a Conduct grade of 100%.  Each of your child’s teachers will have a clipboard that we will mark each day if the following items have not been met: Being off task; talking; not following directions; discourteous behavior; misbehaving during lunch, recess, and Mass; running/loud in the hallways; problems with supplies brought to class; missing homework.  The consequences of marking on the conduct chart are:
1 mark: 95% A

2 marks: 90% B

3 marks: 85% B

Complete a discipline assignment

4 marks: 80% C

Miss recess

5 marks: 75% D

Phone call to parents

6 marks: 70% D

Detention
Absentees

When a child is absent, the child’s ‘buddy’ will have his/her assignments and books gathered together for you to pick up.

The child’s materials will be left on their desk for pick up.

Teacher Website:

We will post our homework on this site for the entire week.  Each child is responsible for writing his/her homework assignments in their planner daily, and taking their planner home each night.  The homework that will be posted for each week will be the actual lessons that we teach in class.  We will do our best to help the children complete this work in class.  If your child comes home with homework, he/she has not completed the work that was assigned to them.
Ed-line:

Please check your child’s grades on Ed-line.  We will have grades updated on a daily, if not bi-weekly basis
Missed Assignments

The children are responsible for completing their homework on a daily basis.  If a child does not complete their homework:  they will lose recess, write in our Conduct Book, and receive a zero for that missing homework assignment.    We will make an exception for a missed assignment, if we receive a note from the child’s parent (the day the assignment is due) explaining the reason for the incomplete assignment.  Parental notes will be accepted for child ill and family emergency.

 In case of an emergency, the children will be given until the end of the week to turn in all missing assignments.

We will NOT accept notes for these reasons:

Child was out late, party, any type of practice for sports (cheerleading, hockey, soccer, football, or “I forgot”)

Water Bottles

The children will be permitted to have a WATER bottle in the classroom.  PLEASE do not send Gatorade, Coke, etc.  The water bottles may stay at the children’s desk, as long as the bottles are not played with.  These water bottles will not be taken from class to class.

Birthday Invitations

ABSOLUTELY NO invitations/gifts may be handed out at school.  NO group of children may be picked up by limo at school for a party.

Treats

The children can bring a treat to celebrate their birthday if they would like to.  Please let us know in advance if you would like to bring something to class. The treats will be given out at the end of the day in the Cafeteria.

Peanut Allergies

Please do not send your child to school with any peanut butter, or peanut type product.  SJS is a peanut free environment due to us having several children with this allergy. Please be diligent in this matter!
Uniforms
The children must wear the appropriate socks, shoes, wear a belt, and have their shirts tucked in at all times.  Please label your children’s clothing items with their name.   (The children are allowed to take off their jumpers and shirts at PE)

Please place your child’s name in his/her fleece.  We have many of these nice jackets being placed in lost/found on a daily basis.  The uniform policy will be discussed thoroughly with the children during the first few days of school.
How to Contact Us:

Call the school (865-3585) and leave a message.  We will call you back as soon as we are able.

Email: kadderley@sjsfalcons.org, rdriskill@sjsfalcons.org,  jsepulvado@sjsfalcons.org, ssimpson@sjsfalcons.org, mwagley@sjsfalcons.org (This is the best way to contact us!)

  We check our email at work and at home and will respond back to you as soon as we can.  We would really appreciate having each of your emails, if possible, to keep you informed of your child’s progress.
THANK YOU!!!!!!

We are looking forward to a wonderful year!!
Please fill out, detach, and return the form below to your child’s homeroom teacher:
Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________

Student’s Name: ______________________________________

Student’s Homeroom Teacher: __________________________

Date: ________________________________________________

Email Address:  _______________________________________
