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KHay Liaison 

September 20, 2011

Kinder Kick-off… First Weeks of Kindergarten

We are off to a great start! Your children are truly a pleasure to work with and are adjusting wonderfully to their new environment. We are so proud of their effort and success in transitioning to school and following routines each day. They are enjoying discovering their new environment and are beginning to form new friendships. 

We began our first weeks learning many of the classroom routines, understanding classroom responsibilities, getting to know one another, and building the classroom community. We read Tiptoe into Kindergarten as an introduction to our classroom tour to discover the different areas and materials we will use throughout the year. We have already had the chance to explore many of the areas in the room and the students regularly participate in guided discovery where they learn how to conductively utilize the materials and areas in the classroom. The children are learning how to make choices, wait their turn, and organize themselves around a task.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for taking the time to meet with me and for sharing so much wonderful and helpful information about your children. If you have not signed-up for a Meet and Greet time, we can arrange to meet during one of my office hour times. Just let me know in advance when you plan to come in.  Please remember that I am available during my office hours on Friday mornings from 7:30-7:55 for check-ins, questions, or concerns. I would also like to remind you that we will be having a more formal conference later in the fall where we will discuss your child’s adjustment to school. By then, I will have had a better sense of your child as a learner and community member. I am looking forward to collaborating with you. Please feel free to contact me with questions, comments, or suggestions.


We would like to congratulate you and your children for making the transition to kindergarten so successful. We are so impressed with the children’s ability to promptly enter the classroom, say their goodbyes, and attend to their morning routines. You, the parents have been a major factor contributing to this success and we commend your for your assistance in enabling your children to take the first steps towards fostering a greater sense of independence.

Now that the children have had some time to adjust we ask for your support in helping the class experience a smooth transition to school each day. To help teachers administer the kind of attention that your children need in the morning, we ask that parents begin saying their goodbyes before the children enter the classroom and deliver messages in writing through children’s home/school folder (green folder) or via e-mail. If it is pertinent that a message be conveyed in person, we request that it be presented promptly, since it is pertinent that our attention be directed towards your children to enable the class to get started on time and function effectively.  If it is a matter that requires more discussion, please schedule a time to meet during my office hours. Thank you in advance for your support and understanding. 

Please visit our classroom website at http://teacherweb.com/MA/Runkle/KH/photo3.aspx

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Haynes

Curriculum


Presently, the curriculum focuses on getting to know routines, procedures, expectation, and rules. There is also a focus on the children’s social and emotional development along with getting to know one another, community building, problem solving, and respecting differences. The children will become more aware of and learn to value similarities and differences among themselves.

All About the Social Curriculum (Responsive Classroom)
The Responsive Classroom approach is a way of teaching that emphasizes social, emotional, and academic growth in a strong and safe school community. Developed by classroom teachers in 1981 and continually refined to meet school’s needs, the approach consists of practical strategies for helping children build academic and social-emotional competencies day in and day out. 

Please visit Curriculum Documents on our classroom website to view more detailed descriptions of the Responsive Classroom approach.

All About Literacy

We are beginning our school year with the theme, “Getting Acquainted”. My goals are to help the children have a positive transition into kindergarten while getting acquainted to the new school setting as well as to their fellow classmates. We will be engaging in many activities involving names as an introduction to letter sounds and word solving strategies. The children will read and sing various poems and songs containing rhymes. The children will engage in various phonemic awareness, phonics, concepts of print, comprehension, meaning, and additional activities to help build a solid foundation for future reading success. Students will also read various texts, poems, and sing songs in a shared reading format. We will read and engage in activities pertaining to our first kindergarten anchor book, Chicka, Chicka, Boom, Boom, by Bill Martin Jr. and John Archambault. 

We have already begun learning the first poem (September) in the infamous Chicken Soup with Rice Book of Poems. Students have engaged in various literacy activities involving this poem and ended with ordering the sentences.

In Writers Workshop students will be exposed to a vast amount of shared writing and teacher modeling during mini lessons. The children have already begun generating story topics and writing stories as they develop their encoding (writing) strategies.

We will begin our handwriting program soon, “Handwriting Without Tears”. The students will utilize workbooks to practice their letter formation and further develop their fine motor skills.

All About Math

In math, students will be exploring the various math manipulatives to enable them to become familiar with them in order to prepare themselves for future activities. We have begun the first unit of “Think Math”, Numbers to Ten. This chapter focuses on building an understanding of number (number sense). In this chapter, children encounter the following important mathematical ideas. 

-Learning Number Names and Digits

-Using Numbers to Describe Quantities

-Using Numbers to Describe Order

Throughout this unit, the children will investigate the following learning goals:

-Use numbers to name quantities
-Read and write numbers to 10

-Investigate number with pennies and nickels

-Construct and use graphs of read objects or pictures to answer questions

We will send home information about each chapter describing the skills that we will be working on as well as games that you can play to foster these skill at home.

A special note about the lab books and student workbooks:
One component of our math program is the use of “Lab books”. Lab books will remain in the classroom and pages will be sent home regularly. Lab pages are the result of your child’s in class exploration during math time. Lab pages are for practice, they may not be complete or corrected when they are sent home. Parents are welcome to work on unfinished pages at home with their children. Some lab pages may be kept in school and saved in your child’s portfolio to be used during conference time. A second component of our math program is the use of “Student Workbooks”. These are interactive booklets that the children complete in class.

 All About Science

In science the students will learn that a scientist is a person that: asks questions, learns from his/her senses, design experiments, makes observations, and tests predictions. We will begin to utilize our Science Notebooks to record observations. We will learn about our five senses, which will be integrated into various units throughout the year. 

We will soon go on our first “listening walk” when the students will learn to pay close attention to their environment, select something to observe, and record their observation in their science notebooks. Soon we will take a walk around the playground and find a tree to adopt. We will visit this tree throughout the school year and observe its seasonal changes and record these changes in our journals through writing and illustrating. We will also being to learn about fall, the changes that occur, and observe and record fall objects.

SPECIALS:

Monday: Spanish 9:05-9:25, Library 9:30-10:00, Art 12:50-1:20

Tuesday: Computer Lab 9:00-9:40, 8th Grade Partners 9:42-10:30, Music 12:55-1:25

Wednesday: Spanish 9:05-9:25,  P.E. 12:30-1:00

Thursday: Music 8:55-9:25,

Friday: Assembly 8:10, P.E. 11:25-11:55, Spanish 1:20 

Reminders

Absence/Tardy Policy


If your child is absent or plans to be absent, please make sure that you notify the main office. Please call the absence line at 617-879-4249 before 8:00am. This is a 24/7 line. Therefore, if you know your child will not be in school you may access this line at any time. This line may also be used to report extended absences. This policy is in place to ensure your child’s safety. 

If your child arrives after 8:00, we are required to mark her/him tardy. Please sign your child in at the office prior to bringing her/him to class. 

If you plan to pick your child up before the end of the school day, please check-in at the main office to let them know and they will contact teachers. At this time we will dismiss your child to the office for pick-up.

Drop off and Dismissal Procedures

Children can be dropped off at school in the hallway outside the KHay classroom. The classroom door will open between 7:55-8:00am. Children can wait quietly in the hallway until the door opens. 

Adults picking up children should wait outside the East entrance (closest to Boston where the blacktop is). Students will be walked to this location and dismissed to those picking them up. Please do not wait outside the classroom to pick your child up at dismissal time. The students will be learning how to independently get ready for dismissal and there will be three lines that we

will need to dismiss. This will ensure a smoother and safer dismissal, since we can become distracted and become confused when we have adults pick up at the classroom during this process. Thank you in advance for your understanding :-).......The FAQ page on our classroom website explains details..........http://teacherweb.com/MA/Runkle/KH/photo3.aspx

Toys in School

 Students should be reminded not to bring toys or any other materials to school. If your child wishes to bring a stuffed animal or something to comfort her/him during the beginning of the year to make the transition process easier, s/he can keep it in his/her cubby or backpack to attend to for comfort as needed, but will not be able to bring it out to recess or play with it during work time. We often find that these comfort tools are only needed for a short time after school begins.

Office Hours  


Please utilize my office hours to discuss any questions or concerns you may have or to relay any information that you think I should know about. These times are set-aside for parents to drop-in and check-in with teachers if they need to. It is always helpful to let me know that you will be stopping by ahead of time if you are able to. My office hours are Fridays, 7:30-7:55am.

Contact Information

Please make sure that you have turned in all student data forms to the main office and emergency contact, questionnaires, and transportation forms for the classroom by September 13th. Please make sure to send in one individual and family photo for your child if you haven’t already done so. We will need these photos for two special projects that we will be finishing up soon. Please let me know if you have not received emails from me, so we can add you to our KHay family email list.

Green Home-School Folders

Please have your child bring his/her Home School Folder (green folder) to school each morning to ensure that you and your child receive important information that is sent home. This folder should also be utilized for communicating as needed.

Summer Reading and Math Calendars

Summer Reading Forms and Math Calendars are due by September 16th. A Celebration of Summer Reading and Math will take place during the K-2 Morning Meeting Assembly on Friday, September 23rd. At this time the children who have completed and turned in the forms will receive a certificate. You will need to include a list of books read for the Summer Reading Form and you may either color in the boxes or write a list of activities that your children engaged in for the Math Calendars. Please let me know if you need forms. There are extra ones outside our classroom.

Snuggle and Read
Our first Snuggle and Read will be on October 20th from 8:00-8:20. This is a time when you will be able to come into our classroom and read a book with your child. Please let us know if you will not be able to attend and a teacher or another parent can read with your child. Snuggle and Read generally takes place on the second Thursday of every month (with the exception of a couple of months). We will post the dates outside our classroom as a reminder. The dates are: 10/20, 11/17, 12/15, 1/19, 2/16, 3/15, 4/26, 5/17, 6/14

Important Dates (Sept.& Oct.)
Important Events

Back to School Picnic


Tuesday, September, 20th 

Picture Day 




Monday, October 3rd 

First Snuggle and Read


Thursday, Oct. 20th   8:00-8:20am (attached)

PTO Halloween Fair



Saturday, October 22nd 

KHay Family Open House


To be determined


No School in September

Rosh Hashanah



Thursday, Sept. 29th

No School in October

Columbus Day




Monday,   Oct. 10th

No School in November

Professional Development Day

Tuesday,  Nov. 8th

Veteran’s Day




 Friday,  Nov. 11th



Thank You!

( I would like to send a warm thank you to all of the parents for purchasing many needed materials for the classroom to support the students’ learning. We have a great collection of materials and your contributions are truly appreciated. We will post additional items needed throughout the year on our class Wish List posted on our bulletin board and on our website.

( Thank you to all the parents who are volunteering to make Play-Doh for our students to develop their fine motor, literacy and math skills. The students are quite excited about using this during Activity Choice Time and Literacy Centers to build their skills and simply have fun!
( Thank you to Valeria Godhwani (Keilana’s mom) and Victoria Klein (Sam’s mom) for volunteering to be KHay room parents. We look forward to a wonderful year together!

Valerie Godhwani valgodhwani@gmail.com
Victoria Klein vmk01907@yahoo.com
Kristen Haynes

Runkle School

50 Druce Street,

Brookline, MA 02445

Main: 617-879-4650

Kristen_haynes@brookline.k12.ma.us
http://teacherweb.com/MA/Runkle/KH/photo3.aspx
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While you think about your article, ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the message you’re trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of context.


Microsoft includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose and import into your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw shapes and symbols.








