Discipline in the 

Responsive Classroom Approach

The approach to rules and discipline described in the Responsive Classroom Approach is neither autocratic nor permissive. Often referred to as an efficacious, positive, or judicious approach, it aims to help children develop self-control, begin to understand what socially responsible behavior is, and come to value such behavior. It does not rely on punishment or rewards to “get students to behave.” Neither does it ignore behavior that is detrimental to the child or to the group. Rather, this approach offers clear expectations for behavior and actively teaches children how to live up to those expectations. Teachers using this approach help children become themselves and others. When children break rules, the teachers help children recognize and fix the problems their actions may have caused.


Teachers using this approach strive to be firm, kind, and consistent in their approach to rules and rule breaking. Their aim is to create calm, safe, and orderly classrooms – one where teachers can teach and children can learn – while preserving the dignity of each child.


This requires a constant balancing of the needs of the group with the needs if the individual, the need for order with the need for movement and activity, the need for teachers to be in control of the classroom with the need for students to be in control of their own lives and learning. It requires taking the time to teach children how to be contributing members of a caring learning community.


Just as teachers don’t expect children to come to school knowing how to read and write, teachers using this approach don’t make assumptions about the social skills children bring to school. Some children will come to school with highly developed social skills and many years of experience being part of a large group. Others will need to start from the beginning.


School provides an ideal setting for social learning. There are endless opportunities at school for children to learn to control their impulses and to think about the needs and feelings of others. Whether they’re learning to wait their turn to talk, ask politely for markers, welcome a newcomer into a group, or disagree with someone’s ideas without attacking them personally, school is rich with opportunities for children to learn to think and act in socially responsible ways. The time teachers spend on classroom rules is an investment that will be richly repaid.

Primary Goals of the 

Responsive Classroom approach to discipline

( Establish a calm, orderly, and safe environment for learning

( Foster an appreciation for the role of the rules in school
( Help children develop self-control and self-discipline
( Teach children to be responsible, contributing members of a 

   democratic community
( Promote respectful, kind, and healthy teacher-student and 

   student-student interactions 
Rather than being “handed down from above”, rules in these classrooms and schools are created collaboratively with students and teachers during the early weeks of school. Not only are students more motivated to follow rules that they’ve helped to create, but in the process of creating the rules students learn much about the role of rules in a democratic society. They are better able to understand that the rules are there to keep them safe and help them achieve their goals in school.

Morning Meeting


One of the most effective ways of building trust in the classroom is through a special kind of meeting: Morning Meeting, a fifteen-to thirty-minute whole-class gathering at the beginning of each day. This routine is simple, yet powerfully establishes a positive climate for learning, reinforcing academic and social skills, and giving students daily practice in showing respect, empathy, cooperation, and self-control. Morning Meeting works as a form of proactive discipline because it satisfies children’s need for a sense of significance, belonging, and fun. Much social science research has confirmed that in all human beings. Behavior is motivated by these intrinsic needs. Children will always strive to fulfill these needs. If they can’t find positive or constructive ways to fulfill them, they’ll seek unproductive and even destructive ways. Morning Meeting offers this all-important positive outlet and it sets the tone for the rest of the day.

The meeting consists of four parts:

Greeting

Students greet each other by name. A variety pf greeting can be used throughout the year, including ones that involve handshaking, singing, clapping, chanting, and using different languages. The important thing is that every student is acknowledged by name.

Greeting

Students or three students a day share information about an event in their lives. The rest of the class listens. Those who want to can offer empathetic comments or ask clarifying questions

Group Activity

All students participate in a brief, lively activity, such as singing, reciting a poem, solving a math puzzle, dancing, miming, or playing a game.

News and Announcements

The children read a news and announcements chart that the teacher has written. The chart lets children know of any special events coming up and usually includes a question, riddle, or on-paper activity that reinforces academic skills. Sometimes the class reads the chart aloud as a group. Sometimes they read it silently to themselves. Sometimes they follow along as the teacher reads it,
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