The Responsive Classroom Approach

An approach informed by the belief in seven basic tenets

1. The social curriculum is as important as the academic curriculum.

2. How children learn is as important as what children learn.

3. The greatest cognitive growth occurs through social interaction.

4. There is a set of social skills that children need to learn and practice in order to be successful. They form the acronym CARES – cooperation, assertion, responsibility, empathy, self-control.

5. We must know our children individually, culturally, and developmentally.

6. Knowing the families of the children we teach is as important as knowing the children.

7. Teachers and administrators must model the social and academic skills that they wish to teach their students. 

Purpose of Morning Meeting

1. Morning Meeting sets the tone for respectful learning and establishes a climate of trust.

2. The tone and climate of Morning Meeting extend beyond the Meeting.

3. Morning Meeting motivates children  by addressing two human needs: the need to feel a sense of significance and belonging and the need to have fun.

4. The repetition of many ordinary moments of respectful interaction in Morning Meeting enables some extraordinary moments.

5. Morning Meeting merges social, emotional, and intellectual learning.

Morning Meeting Routine

1. Greeting: Children greet each other by name, often including handshaking, clapping, singing, and other activities.

2. Sharing: Students share some news of interest to the class and respond to each other, articulating their thoughts, feelings, and ideas in a positive manner.

3. Group Activity: The whole class doesa short activity together, building class cohesion through active participation.
4. News and Announcements: Students develop language skills and learn about the events in the day ahead by reading and discussing a daily message posted for them.
Purpose of Greeting
• Sets a positive tone

• Provides a sense of recognition and belonging

• Helps children learn names

• Gives practice in offering hospitality

Purpose of Sharing
• Helps develop the skills of caring communications and involvement with one another

• Extends the knowing and being known that is essential for the development of 

  community and for individuals’ sense of significance

• Encourages habits of inquiry and thought important for cognitive growth

• Provides practice in speaking to a group in a strong and individual voice

• Strengthens vocabulary development and reading success

Purpose of Group Activity
• Contributes to the sense of community culture by building a class repertoire of 

  common 

  material – songs, games, chants, and poems

• Fosters active and engaged participation

• Heightens the class’s sense of group identity

• Encourages cooperation and inclusion

Purpose of News and Announcements
• Eases the transition into the classroom day and makes children feel excited about 

  what they’ll be learning

• Develops and reinforces language, math, and other skills in a meaningful and 

  interactive way

• Builds community through shared written information

