A brief explanation of major segments in our day:
Learning activities are multilevel where there are multiple ways for children at all stages of development to move forward. Activities are also developmentally appropriate, meaning the curriculum is carefully framed on knowledge of children’s physical, social, and intellectual growth. It is based on what children learn and what is known about how children learn. 

Morning Routines

Morning routines enable the children to develop their independence and build their sense of responsibility. Our morning routines consist of placing their Take Home Folder in the green tray, signing in, answering the morning question, completing their morning work, getting ready for Morning Meeting. 

Morning Meeting


The purposes of Morning Meeting are many. It serves as a transition from home to school, helps children to feel welcome and known, sets the tone for the day, creates a climate of trust, increases students’ confidence and investment in learning, provides a meaningful context for teaching and practicing academic skills, encourages cooperation and inclusion, and improves children’s communication skills

Morning Meeting usually takes around thirty minutes. We begin our Morning Meeting by taking attendance. Then the children and I along with any other educators that may share the morning with us, gather in a circle. We begin by greeting each other. Your child hears his or name spoken by a classmate or a teacher in a friendly and cheerful manner. After greeting the class has sharing – either a group share or two individual shares - and then engages in a group activity. After our group activity, the class reads the “News and Announcements” and engage in brief literacy and math activities involving the message. Lastly, we end our meeting with reviewing the schedule.

Writers Workshop

Brookline utilizes the writing curriculum developed by, Lucy Calkins along with other developmentally appropriate practices. Children are given numerous experiences in writing throughout the curriculum. Students will be writing daily and any and all attempts are celebrated. Children realize the importance of writing for communication. Students gradually emerge from scribbles, to pictures, to strings of random letters, to using letters to match sounds, to using beginning and ending consonant and spelling some frequently used words, to writing words the way they sound, to eventually writing conventionally. Developmentally children go through various stages of writing development and all students’ writing will blossom and evolve throughout the year. Reading and writing are closely connected. The more a child participates in each of these learning processes, the more proficient he/she will become.

Since children arrive in Kindergarten at varying levels of writing development, exercises will be designed with the individual in mind. Some may dictate their stories at first, some will use only drawings to tell the story, some may only have a few words that appear in the corner. Some may write many words – possibly in a sentence format. No matter what level, each child in this kindergarten is a natural storyteller! To encourage freedom in writing, “invented spelling” will be employed by your child. This writing form allows children to write words as they think they sound. They stretch out the words and write the sounds that they are able to hear. This kind of spelling is referred to as “Kindergarten spelling” to the children. You will see your child’s writing evolve over the course of the year. For a more detailed description of “invented spelling” and children’s developmental writing stages, please refer to the following articles; Kindergarten Writing Workshop and Letter to Parents and Caregivers.

The goal of Writers Workshop in Kindergarten is for children to gain confidence and skills as they learn how to use words and pictures to tell a story. We often begin writing time with a mini lesson about a particular skill and then the students write. Periodically we will have what we call, “Author Share” (when children share their writing with others). Sometimes the students write narrative stories and other times they respond to a text that I read aloud to them. Author share is a time for children to develop confidence sharing their work with a group, and for the listeners to learn how to give specific feedback. I encourage those capable to write in full sentences and others to label with one or two words. I discuss sounds letters make, vowels and consonants, upper and lower case letters, spacing between words, where the text should be written, etc. I encourage children who are ready to plan out a story that spans several days/pages in their journal to do so. I discuss plot, theme, characters, beginning, middle, and end. 

Shared Writing
Sharing the pen – when students and teachers write together. Often includes mini lessons to teach an aspect of writing. Science is periodically incorporated into shared writing.

Readers Workshop

Readers Workshop involves a variety of activities pertaining to literacy. Activities address oral language skills and the emergence of reading. Children will have many opportunities for large and small group discussions as well as individual dialogue. Children will be encouraged to ask questions, share knowledge, and extend their thinking. Children will engage in a variety of areas such as phonics, concepts of print, word study, comprehension, etc. and engage in a variety of literacy activities.

Our Readers Workshop program includes the following:

Read Alouds
Reading literature to the students (fiction and non-fiction texts). Reading to the children promotes oral language and concept development, adds to students' store of information about the world, helps students develop a sense of story and build comprehension. 

We often read picture books, but we also read chapter books. We discuss plot, characters, and theme. Children share their feelings about the story, make predictions, contrast and compare the story with others, and listen to each other’s ideas related to a piece of literature. I use both fiction and nonfiction selections and we talk about the difference. I often read a big book to the children, which has large text and is a vehicle for stimulating pre-reading behaviors and skill development. During big book reading, which is a form of shared reading, I use a pointer to read the text while children follow along or join in. We might make predictions about words, notice words that rhyme, find certain letters or words we know, discuss punctuation, talk about what word would come next that makes sense in context, draw attention to the pictures to inform our reading, etc. I might also use this time to explore poetry with the children. Story time is fluid and used to stimulate literacy through a variety of methods and by use of different materials.

Shared Reading
Predictable big books, poems, chants, which have repeated patterns, refrains, pictures, and rhymes. 

Independent Reading
The students reading independently during D.E.A.R. time.

Partner Reading
Students read with a partner

Guided Reading 
Instructional support by teachers. Sometime during the later part of the year, I will begin to informally engage in guided reading with your children according to their readiness and will assist your child with decoding and comprehension skills. Whether your child is reading by looking at pictures or reading text, I will build your child’s skills at whatever level he/she is at. Children will be coached according to the level that they are at and read books at their “just right” level.
Literature Discussion Groups 

Small group discussions pertaining to literature (both fiction and non-fiction texts.)

Literacy Areas

Students are able to practice their skills through self-selection. Various activities are available at the Writing area, Reading Area, Must Do, Computer Area, and Literacy Centers.

Literacy Centers
Students practice skills through engaging in various literacy activities. There are a certain number of designated areas – each area containing an activity. Children are required to complete all of the center activities and record this on their recording sheets in their Literacy Centers folders.  The structure of the centers enables students to foster their independence. Some of the areas include; ABC Center, Word Play Center, Handwriting Center, Reading Center, Writing Center, Poetry Center, Spelling Center, etc.

Word Study
Word Study lessons are often taught through direct instruction and embedded in activities. They are taught within whole or small group settings. Word Study lessons attend to nine categories of learning; Early Literacy Concepts, Phonological Awareness and Phonemic Awareness, Letter Knowledge, Letter/Sound Relationships, Spelling Patterns, High Frequency Words, Word Meaning, Word Structure, and Word-Solving Actions.

Math

Brookline uses Think Math!, a research and standards based math curriculum. To address the standards, every year Think Math! builds students’ conceptual and procedural understanding in the following five content areas:

Computation: (number, operation, and quantitative reasoning)

Algebra: (patterns, relationships, and algebraic thinking)

Geometry: (shape, orientation, and spatial sense)

Measurement: (time, money, length, area, temperature, weight, volume)

Data: (probability, statistics, and data representation)

Think Math! builds deep conceptual understanding by focusing on the following processes:

Problem Solving: In Think Math!, every lesson begins and ends with problem solving. Within the lesson students work out ideas and relationships through high-interest sequences of concept-building puzzles and problems.

Reasoning and Proof: Throughout the program, students build new mathematical ideas upon those already learned, and they learn to show reasons for new procedures and results.

Communication: Students “talk math” in every lesson. They learn to speak, read, and write ideas at their level using conventional mathematical forms of communication.

Connections: A hallmark of the Think Math! approach is interconnections among concepts. Related operations grow from the same roots. Algorithms arise from earlier ideas. Students learn to look for and expect links between old and new learning.

Representation: Think Math! teaches vocabulary, symbols, and conventions in context to help students more naturally acquire the meaning of representations. Students translate among representations using concrete materials, pictures, drawings, graphs, and symbols.

There are also other math activities, games, and lessons that are incorporated into the math curriculum. Math instruction is delivered in different manners: whole group, small group, partners, individual, direct instruction, Math Choice Time, Math Interest Centers, play, whole group, and small group.

Math Choice


Students are able to self-select activities that reinforce concepts and skills derived from the curriculum and supplemental material.

Math Interest Centers 

Children are able to gain reinforcement of math skills and concepts through engaging in math games and activities. 
Science


Science in Kindergarten is also an area where the curriculum is “hands-on”. Children will build upon their natural love for the sciences by acting on real issues, problems, and experiment. My primary goal for the children is to instill in them a curiosity for exploration and a respect for active questioning. The children will continually practice the skills of scientific observation, exploration, description, experimentation, and recording in their science endeavors. 


Some units of study entail Five Senses, All About Me, Nutrition, Fall, Day & Night, Animals in Winter, Ocean, Insects, and more.

Social Studies

Discovering ourselves and others is a natural study of the social world. We will explore the community of our classroom, the school at large, and the surrounding environment. Together we will create the rules, which govern our class and build a small world where each child feels safe, comfortable, and empowered. We will explore the diversity and similarity that exists among us. Cooperation and sensitivity to others will be celebrated and encouraged through many cooperative learning exercises and in the daily routine of the classroom.

Activity Choice Time


Children learn best when they are given choices about what they’re learning. It’s important for them to have plenty of opportunities to explore, to make decisions, to take risks, and to make mistakes. 


During this time, children choose their learning activities within a range of choices structured by the teacher, which encompass all curriculum areas. The children are able to work at their own pace and level of ability. They are also required to complete Must-Do’s on a regular basis. Must Do’s consist of reinforcement of skills and concepts, unfinished work that needs to be completed, or special activities.

Snack & Story

The children eat snack while listening and responding to a story. Other times students have a talking snack when they are able to engage in conversations among their peers while enjoying their snacks.

D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything And Read)

With Kindergarten being full day, the children need a moment during their busy day to wind down, relax, and rest, while enjoying reading. This provides a welcome break from the many transitions that are part of a full day program while also providing children with the opportunity to build upon their reading skills. Later on during the year, I will sit with a few students each day, read with them, and offer strategies appropriate for whatever stage they are at.

Daily Review 
Daily review is a time each day when we talk about how things went during the day. We discuss things that went well and things that did not go so well and then talk about how we can make them better next time. The Daily Review job entails having a student independently write three sentences about what KH did in school that day.

Recess

A very social, unstructured time when children exercise their bodies on the playground and interact with children from other Kindergarten classes as well as other grade levels.

K-2 Morning Meeting Assembly


Children have the opportunity to come together with students from different grade levels, teachers, and administration to share and celebrate students’ accomplishments and sing. They are able to learn how to demonstrate good listening skills in a large group setting, sing together, and recognize and applaud others’ work.

Jobs

A number of jobs have been established within our classroom. Several students each week are assigned to a job. These students are responsible for their assignment throughout the duration of one week. Children are able to develop a sense of responsibility and understand what it means to be part of a community.

Balance of Direct Instruction and Application of skills through activities


When the teacher delivers instruction and then children are able to apply the skills through engaging in activities.

