 August 2011

Dear Fourth Grade Families,
Welcome!  I am looking forward to an exciting year ahead!  I hope that the following information will be helpful to you in preparing for the upcoming school year.

Contact Information

 It is important to keep the lines of communication open!  Please feel free to contact me at any time during the year if you have any questions, concerns, or comments.  You can access my email address via our classroom website.  I will check my e-mail and telephone messages once in the morning and before dismissal each afternoon.  
· Winthrop School telephone number: (781) 979- 2280 
· Ms. OBrien’s email address: jenomich@gmail.com 

· Classroom website address: http://www.teacherweb.com/MA/WinthropSchool/MsOBrien/index.html

Classroom Website
The purpose of our classroom website is to act as a resource center for students and parents.  The website provides access to my email address and a link to the Winthrop School webpage.  It will also provide information about projects, links to interesting sites, our monthly classroom newsletter, and a calendar of classroom and school events for each month.  The homework page on the website will list the activities that should be completed nightly, even if not assigned everyday in class.  The homework page will not contain the nightly homework assignments, as I feel it is good practice in personal responsibility for the children to write their assignments each night.   
Supplies

Please send all requested supplies with your child on the first day of school.  I will help  the students label their folders and assemble their binders on the first day.  All of the students’ homework, class notes, handouts, and subject folders will be kept in the binder.  So that the students have all of the needed materials for doing their nightly homework, completing at home projects, and studying for tests, it is extremely important that these binders travel to and from school/ home every day.  Please check our classroom website for a copy of the supply list if needed.    

Blue Communication Folders

I will give each student a blue folder on the first day of school.  All home-school correspondence will be sent home in this folder.  This folder will travel to and from school everyday with the students, but will remain separate from their binders.  This is not a homework folder.  Please ask your child to show you the folder’s contents each day and also send your notes to me in this folder, as it will be checked each morning.  I will do my best to respond to any notes you send me that same day.        

Summer Homework
Please check our classroom website for more information.  

Finally, in these last few weeks before school begins, please feel free to e-mail me at anytime with questions or comments.  I check my e-mail frequently and would be more than pleased to receive messages from your family.  
Enjoy the remainder of the summer!

Fondly, 

Ms. O’Brien
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