Ms. O’Brien Classroom Newsletter

Monday, January 9, 2012


     Ask your fourth grader…

about the Northeast region.  Today, we started studying the Northeast region.  The students learned the states and capitals, in this region. We will have a geography test on the Northeast region next Thursday, January 19th.  We will begin reading about the Northeast region this week and a chapter test follow later in the month.  
about mid-year assessments.  Over the next two weeks the students will work on completing mid-year assessments.  We will have assessments in math, reading and writing.  The results on of these assessments will be shared during the next round of parent/teacher conferences.  

about science.  We are in the last leg of our study of the solar system.  We will wrap-up our study of the stars this week, and move on to learning about the moon.  At the end of January we will be doing some research on the planets.  
about spelling.  Starting today we have a change in our spelling routine.  If a student scores 100% or no more that 3 incorrect on the weekly pre-test, he or she will be given a different list of words to study for the week.  The new words are not from the Storytown spelling program.  These students will still make flash cards, complete daily spelling homework and will take a spelling test Fridays.  These students will also be required to do the weekly challenge words from the Storytown spelling program.   

about Powerpoint.  Students have been working in groups to make Powerpoint presentations about astronomers.  Ask your students about this as learning how to use Powerpoint to display information has been a new, fun experience.  
about Independent Study projects.  The students were introduced to this assignment today.  Please read the attached parent letter and visit out classroom website to learn more!

OVER…
Coming Attractions:

· The State Project will be assigned this Thursday.  Be sure to check in with your student at dismissal on Thursday to see what state he or she was assigned and to learn more about the project.  

Dates to Remember:

· There will be no school on Monday, January 16, 2012.  

Happy New Year!

Ms. O’Brien

