Research Paper

Submit to Mentor:  Tuesday, February 21, 2012
Due:  Tuesday, February 28, 2012
The research paper should reflect the depth and quality of your 5-month investigation.  Your paper should be complete and written to the best of your ability.  

Requirements

1. Typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, style-times, 1-inch margins.

2. Approximately 8-12 pages of content.

3. Use MLA heading and title format. (Refer to MLA 7th ed. 4.3)

4. Works Cited List is an alphabetical list of all sources quoted or paraphrased in the paper; usually shorter than the Works Consulted List.  Use the same format required in the Works Consulted List. (Refer to MLA 7th ed. 5.3)

5. Drawings, charts, and pictures should be cited to the source.  These sources must be listed in the Works Cited List.

Organization/Style

1. Use 3rd person (Do not use “I” or “you.”  These terms are too informal for research paper)

2. Avoid passive voice

3. Use internal documentation.  (Refer to MLA 7th ed. 6.1-6.5)
4. Document all quoted or paraphrased information.

5. The thesis should be clearly stated in your introduction.

6. Clearly define terms if the paper is highly technical.

Mechanics

1. Italicize published major works (ex. books, journals, newspapers).

2. Use quotation marks for sections of larger works (ex. titles of articles, chapters from books).

3. Proofread the paper, peer review and mentor review before submitting.

Turnitin.com

1. Save your paper as a word document.  

2. Cite sources as internal citations.

3. Log into turnitin.com

4. Create a new user account
Intern/Mentor Students use: ID#  4790372  Password:  Raiders
Submit

· Research paper

· Works Cited 

· Checklist

· Rough Draft

If you have any questions, do not wait until the last minute to ask.  I am available to discuss your concerns at any time.  Please use your time wisely to allow time for your advisor’s feedback.  
Research/Synthesis Paper Grading Checklist

(Place this sheet in front of your paper in your portfolio)

All papers should have (in this order): the research paper, works cited list, signed checklist and rough draft. Attach the works cited list to the end of the paper. (The works cited list should include only what is referenced in the paper) This belongs in your portfolio after it is graded. 

Before submitting your paper, ask each of the following questions. If you and your mentor agree that the answer is “yes,” then the mentor should sign off on the paper in the space provided, and submit the paper. Request your mentor to mark up the paper and make any comments regarding both the content and form of the paper.

______Does writing this paper contribute to the success of your larger project?

______Does this paper demonstrate that you have increased your knowledge base substantially since the beginning of the year?

______Are the sources you consulted current, ample, varied and appropriate to your topic?

______Does this paper demonstrate that you have mastered the skills necessary to complete a research paper successfully?

______Is the parenthetical documentation in correct form?

______Have you used adequate and honest documentation. (Give credit for all information and ideas you didn’t know when you started researching. Be precise about crediting paraphrased information and punctuate direct quotations correctly.)

______Have you integrated a variety of sources into a coherent, understandable, elaborated line of thought? (Keep in mind that a good paper does not involve a series of summaries of individual, undigested sources strung together in a sequence.)

______Does the paper have an introduction which clarifies what you intend to cover/accomplish in the paper?

______Does the paper have a conclusion that makes explicit the reasons the paper is important, worth reading/knowing?

______Have you held yourself to high standards of revision and editing? (Mentors and teachers should not accept numerous errors of spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, etc.)

______Has your mentor/advisor looked at this paper with you to determine its accuracy and to comment on its quality?

Mentor’s Signature (Indicates the adult concurs in the student’s answers to the above questions)

Peer Evaluator Signature (select someone who will critique the paper-not just read it)
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