Writing a Research Plan
Intern/Mentor Program
Rough Draft for Mentor Review due:  November 18, 2011 [Type ROUGH DRAFT]
Signed by Mentor due:  December 2, 2011 [Submit Rough Draft and Final Copy]
Criteria:

· Review the Research Plan examples attached to this sheet. (50 pts)

· Type a one-page Research Plan that includes specific details related to your research question, purpose, methods and product.

· Use clear, concise language.

· Research methods should begin with an active verb. 
· Correct spelling and grammatical errors.

· Final draft must contain your mentor’s signature/email verification.

Step I: Reviewing the Research Plan (COMPLETED IN OCTOBER)
The first portion of the proposal consists of the revised descriptions of the Research Plan components, which include:

· Specific areas in the field researched or studied

· Resources used

· Proposed product or original research

· Way in which the product/original research addresses the need or problem

· Intended, authentic audience for the product/original research

· Way in which the product or outcomes will be communicated

· Resources required for completing the product/original research.
· Timeline.
Step II: Research Plan (RESEARCH RESUME)

The second portion of the proposal requires identifying the primary research methodology to be used and the corresponding forms of data collection and analysis.

As you develop the second portion of the Research Proposal, respond to the following questions.

· What research methodology will be used to answer your research question?

· Who/what will be the subjects of your research?

· What data will be collected?

· How will the data be analyzed?

· How will this methodology answer your research question?
Step III: Organizing the Research Proposal

Using your edited plan and methodology, begin organizing your Research Proposal.  You will need the following sections:

· Title 

Describes the research project
· Purpose 

State the purpose of the research
· Methods
· Begin with an active verb (see attached)

· Specify purpose and resources for data collection (primary & secondary)
· Product and research methods must be addressed
· Expected Product or Outcome:
· Why the problem is important and to whom its solution is intended

· All outcomes, research paper, product(s) should be stated
· Novelty of the Product:
· Purpose of the research

· Why product was selected

· How results will be communicated

· One-two paragraphs in length
· Audience:


Name the audience(s) that benefit from the research and/or product
· Presentation:
· How will the outcomes be presented
· One paragraph in length

Verbs to assist with “Methods” section:
assert
deconstruct
distinguish



employ
revise



reconstruct
exploit
sequence


examine
persuade
recall
conceal
argue
exhibit
integrate
entertain 
reveal
undermine
inform
emphasize
investigate
suggest
include
use
utilize
summarize
comment
convey
generalize
reference
analyze
cite
compare
create
quote
contrast
outline
comprehend
compose
satirize
interpret
demonstrate
criticize
evaluate
justify
parody
apply
define
take 
show



predict
state
hypothesize

tell
infer

record
imply

