The FQMS G/T Gazette

Bill McCauley, G/T Resource Teacher
January 2010

Happy New Year from the G/T office at FQMS!

The first thing I have to do is to shout out a loud “Congratulations!” to the members of the FQMS Debate Team for winning their event in the countywide competition on December 1, 2009.  So, “Congratulations!” to Alex Girgis, Logan McDonough, Olivia Mott, Nihir Nanavaty, Alicia Ouyang, Daniel Shin and Josh Waldman.

Another “Congratulations!” needs to go to two members of this year’s Math Olympiad: Both Hunter Clawson and Victoria Hsiung have perfect scores so far.  They solved five out of fiveproblems correctly in the November and December competitions!  Good luck for the remaining three contests, and keep up the good work!

The Stock Market Game officially gets underway on February 8, 2010.  We have six teams registered for this competition, and given the present state of the economy, we wish them the best!

Our cryptology meetings continue to inspire interest among students in the ways to transmit and decode coded messages.  We have reviewed the two basic kinds of code – substitution and transposition – and we have begun to move on to more sophisticated systems, 

such as the Rail Fence Cipher and the Polybius Checkerboard.  

One of the busiest Instruction Seminars this year is the Green School Initiative.  As FQMS works toward earning the coveted “Green School” designation from the state of Maryland, our students are continuing to learn more and more about recycling, energy conservation, and environment protection.  We will soon be starting a poster contest, awarding Barnes and Noble gift cards to the best posters in each of the above three areas.  Please tell your kids to keep their eyes and ears open for information about the competition.

The Shakespeare Troupe is getting underway.  While Mr. Sullivan and Ms. Soule are the chief organizers, I will work behind the scenes, occasionally pulling cast members from class to help them sharpen their performances.  This year’s play will be Twelfth Night.

Third quarter is coming up soon, and that is when current 6th-graders can become involved in the morning TV announcements show!  The enthusiasm is enormous, with over 35 6th-graders already signed up!

Please email me with any questions or feedback: Bill_McCauley@hcpss.org.

FEATURE OF THE MONTH:
WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT G/T EDUCATION?


Time for a quiz!!!

For each of the statements below, answer True or False.

1. Gifted students don’t need extra help.  They will do well enough on their own because of their superior intellect.  Their greater ability assures not only that they will learn the required curriculum as well as their grade-level peers, but also that they will go beyond the requirements on their own. 

2. A student who receives poor grades cannot be considered gifted.  Since above-average ability is considered one of the main traits of gifted and talented children, poor grades demonstrate that the child is not actually gifted.

3. Teachers challenge all students in their classes, so gifted kids will do just fine in regular classrooms.  If the teacher is doing his/her job, gifted and talented kids will be challenged enough in a grade-level class.

4. Gifted students are happy, popular, and well adjusted in school.  They are proud of their superior abilities and like to associate with their gifted and talented peers.

5. Gifted students make everyone else in the class smarter by providing a role model or a challenge.  Not only to grade-level kids look up to gifted students, but the gifted ones enjoy helping to teach the class.

6. A child with a learning disability cannot be gifted.  Unfortunately, students with learning differences need special education classes, and they cannot perform at a gifted level. 

7. All children are gifted.  Every child has special abilities, talents, and gifts that need to be cultivated in programs for the gifted and talented.

8. A district has a gifted and talented program if it offers AP courses in high school.  AP courses can often count for college credit, so high-school students who successfully complete the AP course and test are clearly gifted.

9. Acceleration placement options are socially harmful for gifted students.  It is socially damaging for a student to be with kids who are older.

10. Gifted education requires abundant resources.  States that cannot afford to institute gifted programs should not be considered uncaring or unfeeling because they simply cost too much.

11. Gifted education programs are elitist.  Because most gifted students usually come from affluent areas, gifted and talented education is basically welfare for the rich.

Spoiler alert!  The answers are below in the very fine print.  Don’t peek until you have thought about your answers.

(All of the statements are false!)

This information is taken from NAGC (The National Association for Gifted Children), and you can access the details about these myths about gifted and talented education at http://www.nagc.org/commonmyths.aspx
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