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The G/T instructional seminars are off to a great start!  The Cryptology groups have met several times, and students are working their brains to learn about the many ways that messages can be encoded and decoded.  After learning about the two basic ciphers (transposition and substitution), the students used math and critical thinking skills to look at the many ways that messages can be disguised.

The Math Olympiad, consisting of seventeen 7th- and 8th-graders, has had its first competition.  An impressive number of seven students achieved a perfect score of five out of five!  Let’s keep that up!

The 8th-grade philosophers had a stirring discussion of the concept of beauty.  They learned about objectivism (Socrates) and subjectivism (Hume) and tried to tie this difficult concept into modern society and culture.  We look forward to further deep discussions.

The Debate instructional seminars have been very busy.  After several in-school meetings, the FQMS Debate Team, which will compete in the first countywide debate on December 1, was formed.  The debaters who made the team are Alex Girgis, Logan McDonough, Olivia Mott, Nihir Nanavaty, Alicia Ouyang, and Josh 

Waldman.  Congratulations on making the team, and good luck on December 1!

The interest in the Green School Initiative is amazing!  We have met several times, and our goal is to earn the coveted designation of Green School for FQMS.  To that end, we will work on recycling, energy conservation, and environmental issues.  We have 6th-graders from TRES and DOES, both of which are Green Schools, and they are very enthusiastic about helping FQMS reach that goal!

Our first Black Saga team consists of three students who were active in the instructional seminar last year.  We are studying furiously because we know that we have a good shot this year to take the state championship!  If you see Victoria Hsiung, Ashley Leitner, or Josh Waldman, wish them luck!

The Book Club could use more members.  If you have a son or daughter who loves to read, please encourage him or her to stop by my room to pick up the list of books that we are reading this year in the Book Club.

Also, feel free contact me with any feedback about the G/T program or this newsletter.  I look forward to your input!

Please email me with any questions: Bill_McCauley@hcpss.org.

FEATURE OF THE MONTH:
ASYNCHRONY AMONG G/T STUDENTS

Let’s face it: “Asynchrony” is not a word that you hear every day.  But it identifies an important concept in G/T education.  Picture this: An eleven-year-old child with the body of a nine-year-old and the intellect of a fifteen-year-old.  This describes a child who displays asynchronous development.  While this phenomenon may be found in grade-level children, it is often much more striking in G/T kids because there is usually a much greater discrepancy between the child’s intellectual and emotional development.  This can have serious repercussions for the way that parents/teachers regard the child and for how the child sees him/herself.

Parents and teachers are often totally baffled by asynchrony.  We work with a child who may sound like a little professor and knows a lot about current events in the world.  He/she displays great intellectual maturity, and we are kept busy making sure that the child is challenged and stimulated, both in school and at home.  The other shoe falls, though, when the child does something that does not jive with the intellect that we have seen.  If a middle-schooler walks and talks like a high-school student, we fall into the trap of forgetting that he/she is really only a middle-schooler.  If the child has normal emotional development for a middle-schooler, there is still a discrepancy between the intellectual and the emotional abilities.  Think of how that is exacerbated if the child’s emotional development is lagging a little behind!  Studies have shown that we come to expect parallels between a child’s intellectual level and his/her control over emotions.  These parallels are not the case with children in general, and it is particularly striking in G/T kids.  So what would just seem a little childish in grade-level children can be a glaring disconnect between intellectual and emotional maturity in a G/T child.

Think about it from the child’s perspective!  Parents and teachers are quick to laud the child for his/her intellectual prowess.  Then we are often quick to criticize when the child exhibits grade-appropriate or somewhat lagging emotional behavior.  This leads to confusion and frustration for the child.  When we add in the physical factor, the various interactions between intellectual, emotional, and physical levels of development are mind-boggling.  A G/T child may be intellectually advanced but emotionally and physically behind.  Since G/T kids often sense things more strongly anyway, this may lead to a feeling of inferiority.  They may even begin to downplay their intellectual abilities so as not to stick out in the crowd.  They fear that if they are noticed, it might just call attention to their lagging physical and/or emotional development.  Then there is the possibility that the child is intellectually and emotionally advanced but still physically behind.  This often leads to a different kind of emotional backlash, where the behavior is not reminiscent of childish emotions but rather adult emotions that do not fit the situation.  Lastly, there is the G/T child who is intellectually and physically advanced but emotionally childish.  They often have problems themselves understanding their outbursts and seemingly incongruous reactions.

The best tool that teachers and parents can have to help G/T kids with asynchronous development is knowledge.  While we cannot close our eyes to inappropriate behavior, it helps to be aware that often the child is just as frustrated with his/her behavior as the adults are.  A few well-chosen words can go a long distance toward helping the child move forward.
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