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“JROTC Differs from Other High School Courses”
The bell rings after another tedious math class.  I pick up my backpack and head to my next class, but this time I am not dreading another forty-five minutes of boredom, because I am going to JROTC.  JROTC is different from other high school courses because it engages students in an active learning environment.  Students learn to become confident and responsible leaders through first hand experiences in the JROTC Program.  
The most vital difference of JROTC is that it is for the most part student led, with guidance from experienced Retired Army Professionals.  Our Instructors require every student to take an active role in the class.  Rather than passively learning from a teacher like an average class, students are responsible for planning and leading class discussions.  Taking the lead in class encourages cadets to learn skills like leadership and public speaking that are useful far beyond high school.  
Another thing that makes JROTC different is that it encourages students to become active in the community 
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outside the classroom.  Not only does this develop leadership skills, it teaches cadets how meaningful and important it is to serve the community.  Our battalion sponsors a weekly trip to the local food bank that I have participated in.  This has personally inspired me and countless other cadets, because I am now more aware of the problems people in my own community face.  I now realize that I too can make a difference in the lives of others.  Few other classes provide this type of real world experience.
Being in JROTC has taught me countless lessons that I will use for the rest of my life.  Through this program I have grown into a more confident and responsible leader.  This leadership training is available to any high school student who is willing to try a class that is very different from what they are used to – JROTC!
Page 2

