Scripted Act-It-Out: Colonial Life

Introduction: Have you ever wondered what life was like back in colonial America in the late 1600’s and early 1700s?  You will pretend to be a colonist living in this time period.  Remember that in this time period they had no electricity.

Task: You will be working with a group of three to four students to find out background information on colonial life. Your group will find an image of your assigned colony to dramatize. Then, you will each take on a different role in the image (farmer, artisan, woman, and slave) to become knowledgeable about life in colonial America.  After you have researched your colony, as a group you will prepare a simple script that each actor can to read to bring the image to life. As a group you will be presenting your Act-it-Out to the class on October 14, 2010.

Process: 

Step 1: Your group will assign characters/roles from the image.

Step 2: Use the websites on the resource link to find out what life would be like as a colonist.  Use the general information websites/textbooks to conduct your research.  Research should be recorded on pp. 51L-52R in your Interactive Notebooks. 

Step 3: Now that you have finished your research, you can work with your group to create an Act-it-Out about colonial life.  This skit should be written down and rehearsed before you present.  Each skit should be between 3-5 minutes long.  You do not have to memorize your lines, but you should have an idea of what they say. 

Scripted Act-it-Out Rubric

	
	1


	2


	3


	4


	Score



	Historical Play


	Very little historical information was accurate 


	Most historical information was accurate 


	Almost all historical information was accurate 


	All historical information was accurate 


	

	Role


	Rarely in character


	Sometimes in character


	Often in character


	Consistently in character


	

	Knowledge Gained


	Cannot  explain character role


	Can explain  one part of character’s role


	Can explain a few parts of character’s role


	Can clearly explain character’s role


	

	Props/ Costumes


	No props or costumes


	1-2 props


	1-2 props that help the presentation


	Several props that help the presentation


	


