PERSUASIVE PROMPT 
Suppose your teacher asks you to complete a PowerPoint presentation for your school administration or County School Board persuading it to do more to help stop the spread of obesity in children.  You are to work with a team of 2-3 students to complete your presentation.  

When deciding what to include in the presentation, consider:

· The facts that identify obesity as an epidemic, especially among young people.  

· The dangers of childhood obesity.  

· How schools contribute to obesity.  

· How schools can help stop obesity.  

Now, complete a team PowerPoint presentation for your school administration or County School Board persuading it to do more to help stop the spread of childhood obesity.  You must present your argument before your intended audience.  Each team member is responsible for equal work on the project and equal sharing during the oral presentation.

Suggestions on completing your persuasive presentation:

A. Begin your presentation with your position or statement of opinion.  Consider your audience and your focus questions when writing your statement of opinion.  This may be your first slide.  Write your opinion statement here, then write it on the 1st slide of your organizer:

____________________________________________________________

B. Give two or more “convincing” reasons to support your position.  Put the most important reason first.  Put the others in order of importance.  Use each “consider” in the prompt to write your reasons.  Each reason should cover a separate slide in your presentation.   Write your reasons here, then put them on the appropriate slides of your organizer:
1._______________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________

3._______________________________________________________
Also:

1. Your reasons should be supported by the following: facts, data/statistics, examples, personal experience, personal observation, and/or reputable sources.  Refer to your organizer notes, Internet research, and readings done in class for this information.

· Your reasons may also be supported using your opinions; however these must be supported with facts.

· The support for each of your reasons may be on the same slide with your reason, or on slides following each reason.

Place your supporting facts on your organizer now.

· Think about how your position may be opposed by your audience. Try to guess what the objections may be and try to answer them.  Activities 4-6 may help with this.  Where would this information go on your organizer?

· Beware of vague terms, such as “right” or “wrong”.  They may mean different things to different people.

· Beware of loaded language, such as “disgusting” that play on people’s emotions without providing real information.

· Try to find a strong closing/concluding statement or paragraph for your argument.  It should challenge the audience to think about the issue and come to their own conclusions.  These may be your final slide(s).  Add this to your organizer now.

· Should you add graphics and/or special effects to strength your argument or enhance your presentation?  Include details on your organizer where you would place these. 

· Complete your graphic organizer.  Details from it will be placed on slides.  You will work together as a team at one station.

· Discuss how you will present before your intended audience and practice your presentation together.  Use the scoring rubric that will be used for all presentations as a guide.
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