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Tech Effect

A & E Investigative Reports Video, 
“Supersize Generation: Kids and Obesity”

Response Sheet

A & E Television Networks, 2001

Directions:  As you view the video Supersize Generation:  Kids and Obesity, respond to each given activity.  You will use details from this response sheet to complete a team-designed persuasive PowerPoint presentation directed to your school administration or to your School Board.  Your focus questions for the presentation will be:  

How are schools contributing to the obesity epidemic?  AND
How and why should schools be influenced to help prevent the spread of obesity? 

Now, watch the video to respond to the following activities:  

1. (Begin video and stop at 2:00)  In the beginning of the video a strong statement is made.  It is: “People who are overweight die early.”  Why do you think the video began with such a powerful statement?   (Think about how you will begin your presentation.  Consider the opening you will use for an impact.  Remember who your audience is and what the focus topic is.  This is important in writing an opening statement.) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. (Fast forward video to 13:40 and play.  Stop at 26:15.  Activities 2 and 4-8 may be done.)  Convincing arguments have facts and details to support, or back them up.   Two or more are important.  Facts may come from reputable sources such as doctors, researchers, or other persons of importance.  In this video, responses include those from spokespersons of Newsweek, The Center for Disease Control, the Blair High School principal, and a teacher. Facts and details may come from statistics and/or data. They may also come from those who have personal experience on the topic, such as the young people and their parents featured in the video.  Use the chart below to record facts and/or details included in the video to support the statement, “People who are overweight die early”.  (Think about the facts/details you will use in your presentation.)

	Fact and/or detail (Be sure to state an accurate account of fact, detail and/or statistic/data, and give exact words for quotes)
	Source of fact/detail, quote, statistic/data (Be sure to give complete and accurate source name, title, and other details)
	According to…(the Washington Post, Feb. 25, 2003 issue; The Center for Disease Control; Dr. ___, medical researcher…)

	
	
	

	
	
	



3. AFTER completing this video response sheet, return to this activity #3.  Below is a portion of the chart you used earlier for Internet research and readings done in class for your informative piece.   It is a continuation of the chart done in activity number 2 on the video response sheet; however, you are adding facts and details from sources OTHER THAN the video to strengthen your argument to school leaders.    Remember, your argument will include facts and details from several sources.  Look at details recorded earlier on your chart during your Internet research and readings in class that are specific to your persuasive focus. Decide which would work best for your project and add them on this chart.

	Internet research and class readings fact and/or detail (Be sure to state an accurate account of fact, detail and/or statistic/data, and give exact words from quotes)
	Source of fact/detail, quote, statistic/data (Be sure to give complete and accurate source name, title, and other details)
	According to…(the Washington Post, Feb. 25, 2003 issue; The Center for Disease Control; Dr. ___, medical researcher…)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4. The video presents the concern of “a la carte” items vs. regular/traditional style school lunches.  Explain why.  (Think about if/how this may be used in your presentation.  Remember to cite your source for facts used in response.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Explain how the serving of healthy school lunches is a “challenge” for most schools.  (Consider if and how you may use this in your presentation and cite source used for facts in response.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Complete the “T-chart” below on the advantages and disadvantages of having snack and beverage machines in schools.   Considering health concerns, how do the disadvantages outweigh the advantages?  (Think about if this information would be important to use in your presentation.  Cite source.)

Advantages                Disadvantages



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Other than snack and beverage machines, how can schools get funds needed for instructional resources and athletic equipment?  (Could this be used in your presentation?  Cite source for facts used.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. The video gives details in each of the obesity-related categories given in the chart below.   Complete the chart with your notes and comments.  (Think about how this information may be used in your presentation.  Cite sources.)

	Category
	Notes and comments from video

	Lack of physical activity
	

	Medical dangers and/or chronic illnesses associated with obesity in children (video continues and stops at 26:15 up to this point)
	

	(fast forward video to 29:40, stop video at 34:40)

Emotional impact
	


9. (Fast forward video to 43:15.  Play and stop at 44:34 to complete video) Does the video close with a challenge, giving the audience “food for thought”?  Why is this type of conclusion important to the presenter?  (Think about how your conclusion will challenge the audience and leave them thinking about the issue.)    ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Think about how visuals, graphics, and pictures add to the value of the video and the argument.  (Think about what graphics you would use and where you would use them to strengthen your argument.)
11. Go back and complete activity #3.

12. Below is a prompt for designing your PowerPoint slide presentation.  Read the suggestions to complete it.  You will use the prompt and suggestions to complete a slide organizer of your presentation. 
PROMPT 

Suppose your teacher asks you to complete a PowerPoint presentation for your school administration or County School Board persuading it to do more to help stop the spread of obesity in children.  You are to work with a team of 2-3 students to complete your presentation.  Share your responses on the video response sheet to complete the project.  

When deciding what to include in the presentation, consider:

· The facts that identify obesity as an epidemic, especially among young people.  

· The dangers of childhood obesity.  

· How schools contribute to obesity.  

· How schools can help stop obesity.  

Now, complete a team PowerPoint presentation for your school administration or County School Board persuading it to do more to help stop the spread of childhood obesity.  You must present your argument before your intended audience.  Each team member is responsible for equal work on the project and equal sharing during the oral presentation.

Suggestions on completing your persuasive presentation:

A. Begin your presentation with your statement of opinion.  Remember the strong statement used in the beginning of the video.  Consider your audience and your focus questions when writing your statement of opinion.  This may be your first slide.  Write your opinion statement here, then write it on the 1st slide of your organizer:

____________________________________________________________

B. Give two or more “convincing” reasons to support your position.  Put the most important reason first.  Put the others in order of importance.  Use each “consider” in the prompt to write your reasons.  Each reason should cover a separate slide in your presentation.   Write your reasons here, then put them on the appropriate slides of your organizer:
1._______________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________

3._______________________________________________________
Also:

1. Your reasons should be supported by the following: facts, data/statistics, examples, personal experience, personal observation, and/or reputable sources.  Refer to your video response notes, Internet research, and readings done in class for this information.

· Your reasons may also be supported using your opinions; however these must be supported with facts.

· The support for each of your reasons may be on the same slide with your reason, or on slides following each reason.


Place your supporting facts on your organizer now.

· Think about how your position may be opposed by your audience. Try to guess what the objections may be and try to answer them.  Activities 4-6 may help with this.  Where would this information go on your organizer?

· Beware of vague terms, such as “right” or “wrong”.  They may mean different things to different people.

· Beware of loaded language, such as “disgusting” that play on people’s emotions without providing real information.

· Try to find a strong closing/concluding paragraph for your letter.  It should challenge the audience to think about the issue and come to their own conclusions.  These may be your final slide(s).  Add this to your organizer now.

· Should you add graphics and/or special effects to strength your argument or enhance your presentation?  Include details on your organizer where you would place these. 

· Complete your graphic organizer as homework.  Details from it will be placed on slides during our next class.  You will work together as a team at one station.

· Discuss how you will present before your intended audience and practice your presentation together.  Use the scoring rubric that will be used for all presentations as a guide.
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