“Pet Threat” Vocabulary
· Bacteria – the plural of “bacterium” which is a member of a large group of unicellular microorganisms lacking organelles and an organized nucleus, some of which can cause disease

· Contagious – likely to transmit disease by contact

· Domesticated – tamed to live with humans

· Epidemic – widespread occurrence of a disease in a particular community at a particular time

· Feces – waste matter discharged from the bowels

· Exotic – introduced from or originating in a foreign country

· Fungus – any of a group of uni- or multi-cellular organisms feeding on organic matter, which includes molds and yeast

· Native – an indigenous, or domestic, animal 

· Parasite – an organism living in or on another and benefiting at the expense of the other 

· Plaque – a deadly contagious disease spreading rapidly over a wide area
· Transmitted – passed on or transferred
· Virus – microscopic organism consisting mainly of nucleic acid in a protein coat, multiplying only in living cells and often causing diseases
· Zoonosis – a disease passed on to humans from animals 
