Outside Reading
The purpose of outside readings is to explore the various ways that forensic science is used by law enforcement agencies and others to solve crimes.  

Criteria for Outside Readings:

· Articles must be from actual newspapers or magazines (not online sources!).

· The article must have been published within the last six months.  Example:  if this is September 2010, then the article must not have been published before March 2010.

· The original article or a clear photocopy must accompany the outside reading.  The article or copy must clearly show the date and name of the publication.  The article will not be returned so if you need it back intact or got it from the library, be sure to make a copy!
· The article needs to include some aspect of forensic science.  Merely stating that forensic science was used to solve the case or that a murder happened is not enough.  It should explain what was done, how it was done, etc.  In the article, highlight the parts that explain how forensic science was used in the case.
· For each article that you turn in, you will need to summarize the article in your own words.  The summary section of the outside reading should take up 1 - 2 paragraphs (not sentences!).  The analysis section of the outside reading should tell me specifically how forensic science was used and explain two things you learned from reading the article.   If you didn't learn anything, pick a new article!

· Attach a grading rubric to the front of your summary with the article and turn it in by the required due date.  

The following rubric will be used to grade outside readings:

	Article Check
	
	

	Is your article from an actual newspaper or magazine?  Articles from washingtonpost.com or baltimoresun.com, etc are NOT acceptable.
	Yes     it is an actual article…proceed with write up
	No     it’s from an online database or source.  Pick a new article.  This one will not be accepted for any points

	Write up Criteria:
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Article included from newspaper or magazine; forensic science aspects highlighted
	4
	

	Article has the date and name of publication clearly shown
	1
	

	Quality of summary
	5
	

	Two things learned specified
	4
	

	Grading rubric attached to front by student
	1
	

	Total
	15
	


[image: image1.png]



