River Hill High School 

Algebra I/Data Analysis with Seminar

Ms. Cook

jcook@hcpss.org

Philosophy:
The goal of this course is to offer students rich, mathematical problem solving experiences while emphasizing thinking skills and cooperation.  Algebra I/Data Analysis provides an introduction to the algebraic principles needed to solve many real-world problems.  In this course, students will examine patterns of data, solve linear equations, graph linear functions and inequalities, and find solutions to linear systems.  While emphasizing these topics, this course will integrate technology into the study of mathematics through the use of graphing calculators and the use of Cognitive Tutor,  an individually paced computer software program.

Algebra I/Data Analysis is a state-assessed course.  Students enrolled in this course must pass the Maryland High School Algebra Assessment in order to fulfill the requirement for graduation. 

Expectations:
1.
Be prepared for class.  You will need:

· Your black binder

· Notebook paper and/or spiral notebook,

· Graph paper  

· #2 pencils with erasers
· A red pen

· Ruler

· Graphing calculator (The TI-84 Plus Silver Edition Graphing Calculator will be used regularly in your child’s class.  Graphing calculators are an important technology used in Howard County mathematics courses beginning with pre-algebra and extending through the end of the mathematics course sequence.  Although students will be provided with a graphing calculator for use in school and have the ability to borrow one for out of school use, students are best served by having a personal calculator and becoming very familiar with how it is used to address a number of different type of mathematics problems. Students who go on to take mathematics courses in college will often be able to use the same calculator for college course work)
2.
Be an active learner and problem-solver.

· Be on time to class and begin warm-up immediately.  If you are not in your seat working on the warm-up when the bell rings, you are considered late.

· Stay on task and participate in class activities and discussions.

· Complete all assignments and projects on time.  
· Homework will be assigned and checked daily!
· Try your best.  If you have a question, ask it!
· Work with your classmates to discover and understand mathematics.

3.
Exhibit proper classroom behaviors.

· Be respectful and courteous at all times.

· Use appropriate language.

· Follow all school rules and policies.
· Cheating in any form will not be tolerated. Any violation of this policy will result in a zero on the given assignment and a referral to either the Administration or the Honor Council, depending on the offense.  
· Playing games on calculators or other devices is not permitted during class time.  If a student is caught playing a game or otherwise misusing a calculator, the device will be taken from the student and will only be returned when a signed parent note is brought into class.  The student will also be assigned detention.  If a student misuses a classroom calculator or computer, the student will receive detention and an office referral.
Grading Policy:
Algebra I/Data Analysis with Seminar is a 2-credit class.  Each student will be receiving two identical grades on the report card for each marking period.

Your grade will be determined by the following:

· Tests/Quizzes/Projects


60%

· Warm-Ups/Classwork



15%

· Homework




15%

· Cognitive Tutor



10%

Tests/Quizzes:
Tests will be given at the end of each major unit.  Quizzes will be given intermittently throughout the course.  A quiz may be given without prior notification. Students will also take four county assessments, one at the end of each quarter.  Full credit for a problem will only be given if all steps and formulas are shown and completed in pencil.Students who score below a 60% on a Unit Test, may take a retest after school within one week of the test for a maximum grade of 70%.  Pop quizzes may not be retested.

Homework/Classwork:
Homework will be given daily and checked for completion.  Students will be given homework assignment sheets for each unit.  All work must be done in pencil unless otherwise stated. All problems must be attempted to receive full credit. Rewrite the problem (unless it is a word problem) and show each step that you took in order to solve the problem. If you cannot work a problem, solve as much as you can and then state the questions you have about the problem and will ask me in class. All assignments must be done on full pieces of loose-leaf paper (that have not been torn out of a notebook). No credit is given for late work!! According to River Hill Policy, Homecoming Weekend and Prom Weekend will be homework free as well as Thanksgiving, Winter and Spring Break.
Projects:

Projects may be assigned throughout the course.  A reasonable amount of time will be given to complete projects and a grading rubric will be included with the assignment.  Any project received after the class period of the due date posted will be marked late!  Late projects may be turned in up to 2 days after the due date to receive a maximum grade of 70%. If a student is legally absent the day a project is due, they are still responsible for getting their project to school that day or it will be considered late!
Absences/Make-Up Work:
Students who are legally absent from school are required to submit an absent note/white pass (given out by first period teachers) to be signed by the teacher upon their return to school or their absence is considered an illegal absence. Students who fail to turn in a note/white pass to be signed will not be permitted to make up missed work for a grade. The grade for any assignment given on that day is a zero, including tests and projects. Upon returning to school, the student must turn in any assignments that were due during their absence. Due dates will not be extended because you were absent. It is the responsibility of the student to get the make-up work from the teacher. The student may also have to see a classmate to get additional notes. You will be given the number of days legally absent to complete all make-up work. Any work not made up during that time period will earn a zero. Tests must be made-up after school within 5 days of the absence. It is the responsibility of the student to see me if they have any questions about the material missed. It is also the responsibility of the student to turn in the make up work to me on time. 

In-School Absences/Field Trips:

If a student misses class for any of these reasons, you will be responsible for turning in any projects or assignments due the day of your absence prior to the absence or you will not receive full credit. Also any assessments to be given that day must also be made up prior to the absence. In addition, any work assigned the day of the absences will be due the following class. Therefore, you must get your assignment prior to your absences. 

Unexcused Lateness to Class:
Students with unexcused latenesses to class will be assigned detention and will receive a 0 for the warm-up assigned on that day.  If a student is late 2 or more times to class, he/she will receive an office referral and detention.

Detention:
Detention may be assigned for lateness to class or not following class rules.  Detention is 30 minutes after school.  Students assigned detention have one week from the day assigned to serve the detention.  If a student does not serve the detention within the given time, the student will receive an office referral.

******Policy subject to change with notice.******

Teacher Website:
Visit http://teacherweb.com/MD/RiverHill/Cook/h0.stm on a regular basis to find the following information:
· Copies of the Homework Assignment Sheet

· Sign up to receive email updates from Ms Cook about project due dates, test and quiz dates and other important information

· Teacher schedule

Homework Textbooks:

Algebra I.  Holt, Winston, & Rinehart.  (Red/White Textbook-keep at home)

I have read the grading policy and course outline for Algebra I/Data Analysis with Seminar.  I fully understand the policies and expectations of the course.

Please print clearly!
Student Name: _______________________________________

Student Signature:  ____________________________________

Parent Name: ________________________________________

Parent Signature:  _____________________________________
Parent Email:_________________________________________

Parent Phone: Cell:________________ Work:_______________




   Home:__________________

Parent Name: ________________________________________

Parent Signature:  _____________________________________
Parent Email:_________________________________________

Parent Phone: Cell:________________ Work:_______________




   Home:__________________

