Worksheet
Joseph Willson’s Free Black Community

Directions: Read the excerpt from the text, The Elite of Our People by
Joseph Willson. Answer the questions below.

1. How does Willson describe blacks living in Philadelphia during the early
19'™" century in the first paragraph? What words does he use? Does he
compare them to other groups? Why do you believe he makes this
comparison?

2. List the organizations and professions that Willson states that blacks in
Philadelphia possess? Why can’t Willson include certain types of
organizations and professions?

3. What does Willson suggest are the most numerous societies among blacks
in Philadelphia? Why do you believe this is the case?



4. What two types of schools does Willson say are available to blacks?

5. Why does Willson provide statistics along with descriptions of the black
community in Philadelphia? Which do you find, the descriptions or the
statistics, to be more accurate? Why?



