CONCEIT PROJECT
In this project, you are going to compose a conceit in poetic form, in free verse (no specific meter or rhyme scheme required.)  Recall that a conceit is an extended metaphor; it has a central comparison accompanied by several other comparisons that elaborate on aspects of the central relationship.  Here are the project requirements:

· There must be a central metaphor accompanied by four or more extension comparisons (metaphors or similes) that enhance each other.  Provide a line or two of explanation for each comparison made so that your reasoning is clear.
· Your poem can be on any topic that you choose, but it’s best if the understanding your poem imparts has some depth and substance.  Don’t write on a topic that is silly or very common.
· Your poem must be at least ten lines long.  It may be longer.

· It must have an appropriate title connected to the poem’s meaning.

· It needs an attractive presentation, with a sketch, graphic, or other decoration (no pictures of you).

Format:  Typed or hand-written neatly.  Verse format means capitalize each line.  Assemble for blind grading.

Due dates:     Draft   Wednesday, February 22

Final copy   Monday, February 27
Grading Criteria

Ten or more lines written in verse format (first word capitalized)
_______/10 pts

The central comparison is interesting and original


_______/5 pts

Four extension comparisons flow from the central one; they are explained_______/8 pt

All the comparisons are clear and enhance each other

_______/10 pts

Appropriate title






_______/2 pts

Word choice







_______/5 pts

Poetic fluency







_______/5 pts

CUPS








_______/5 pts

Presentation (graphic, border, sketch, etc.)/ neat


_______/5 pts

Draft & peer edit sheet enclosed, project sheet, no name on final
_______/5 pts








TOTAL
_______/60 pts








Name __________________________________

Organizer

Central comparison:

A.  __________________________________  is a   B. _____________________________________

Extensions: 

	
	Aspect of A
	
	Aspect of B

	Extension 1
	
	compared to
	

	
	Reason for comparison 



	Extension 2
	
	compared to
	

	
	Reason for comparison 



	Extension 3
	
	compared to
	

	
	Reason for comparison 



	Extension 4
	
	compared to
	

	
	Reason for comparison 




Poet’s name ____________________________ Editor’s name ____________________________
Peer Edit Sheet for the Conceit



Editor:  Make all marks on the rough draft in your editing pen/pencil of a contrasting color.

_____  Count the number of lines.  Does the poem have 10 or more lines?  Y / N    
_____  Is the poem written in verse format, with each line capitalized?  Y / N
_____Ideas:  What is the poem’s central comparison?  _____________________________________

_____ Title:  Comment on the poem’s title:  _____________________________________________

Extension comparison #1: ___________________________________________________________
Does it make sense?  Y / N

Is there sufficient explanation for it?    Y / N
Extension comparison #2: ___________________________________________________________
Does it make sense?  Y / N

Is there sufficient explanation for it?    Y / N

Extension comparison #3: ___________________________________________________________
Does it make sense?  Y / N

Is there sufficient explanation for it?    Y / N
Extension comparison #4: ___________________________________________________________
Does it make sense?  Y / N

Is there sufficient explanation for it?    Y / N
Comments: ________________________________________________________________________

_____Word choice:  Rate the poet’s word choice (5 best, 1 worst)  5  4  3  2  1

One or more words that you really like in the poem are   ____________________________________

One or more words that you consider poor word choice are __________________________________
_____ Poetic fluency:  Rate if the flow of the writing seems appealing, not awkward or choppy  

(5 best, 1 worst)   5  4  3  2  1     Comments: ______________________________________________
____ Mark up any cups errors using correct editing marks.

Overall comments:  __________________________________________________________________ 
