8th GRADE ENGLISH (GT)

CLASS INFORMATION SHEET

Mrs. Cindy Clemens
Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to 8th grade English GT.  The following is some important information concerning our year together.  Please read it carefully.

MATERIALS:

The following items should be available every class for success in English:

· Composition book (as an English class journal)  (required by Tuesday, Sept. 6)

· Green or red pens (for editing)

· Blue or black pens; pencils if desired

· Section of the binder labeled “English” with notebook paper

· LKMS Agenda book for recording homework

GRADING:

The grade earned in English will be based on a weighted point system.  Here are the grading categories with their respective weights:


Classwork/Warm up


20% 


Homework



10%


Writing assignments/projects

35%


Tests/quizzes



35%

HOMEWORK:

1. Homework will be assigned periodically, usually due at least two days later.

2. Students, you are to write the assignments in your LKMS Agenda book.

3. When you are absent or to check that you wrote it down correctly, you can also find the homework on my teacher website, which can be accessed at http://TeacherWeb.com/MD/LKMS/CindyClemens/
4.  In keeping with the 8th grade team policy, NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  Classwork and projects will be accepted late with a grade penalty.  Projects lose 10% (one letter grade) for each class period they are late. 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:

1. Students are expected to be to class on time with all required materials.

2. Students should begin the warm up immediately without a reminder and should record the homework in their agenda books.

3. Students are to give their best efforts and to do their own work on all class assignments.

4.  Students are expected to be respectful to classmates and teachers at all times.

SYLLABUS:

We will cover the following main units in English this year:


Fiction/Science Fiction/Fantasy:  We’ll study some short stories of different genres, and we’ll produce a variety of narrative and expository writing assignments.  As part of our science fiction unit, we’ll read the differentiated GT text Frankenstein.  Students will respond to the novel in a literary essay, and we’ll hold a trial of Victor Frankenstein as a culminating activity.


Tragedy:  After a thorough introduction to the era and language of William Shakespeare, we’ll study Romeo and Juliet by reading, acting out, and analyzing this famous tragedy.  We’ll write a Shakespearean sonnet and a literary-based essay on the play


Epic:  We’ll learn about this genre through the study of the classic text The Odyssey.   We’ll hold a formal debate to examine issues suggested by this epic.

We will be doing a lot of writing of all types throughout the year,  with a particular emphasis on argument writing.  Our study of grammar will be in concert with our writing and literature study.  
HOME-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION:

If you have questions or concerns, I can be reached at Lime Kiln at 410-880-5988 or by e-mail at Cynthia_Clemens@hcpss.org.  I welcome your questions or feedback about anything going on in class.

I look forward to a fantastic year in English 8 GT!

Sincerely,

Cindy Clemens

