Challenge Reading Book List


Catalyst by Laurie Halse Anderson



Grades 8-12

Kate Malone finds herself in her senior year of high school without a backup plan if she is rejected by MIT – her dream university.  Meanwhile, her father, a minister, brings Teri Litch, the most outcast of Kate’s classmates, into their home along with all of Teri’s family’s social ills.

Thirsty by M.T. Anderson




Grades 7-12

Along with all the other transitional problems of adolescence, Chris finds that he is turning into a vampire.  In this comical account of a young man’s attempt to deal with yet another developmental problem of being a teenager, Chris must choose between the vampire world and the human one.

Tiger Eyes by Judy Blume




Grades 8-10

Fifteen-year-old Davey Wexler and her family move from Atlantic City, NJ, to Los Alamos, NM, when her father is killed in a robbery.  Davey must come to grips with living in her aunt’s house and adapting to a whole new way of life in NM.

Kissing the Rain by Kevin Brooks



Grades 9-12

Moo Nelson, an overweight outcast at school and in life, is an unlikely and reluctant hero when he comes between a crime boss and the local police, neither of whom are above hurting Moo’s family if he doesn’t testify in court the way they demand.

Necessary Noise: Stories about Families as They Really Are
Grades 8-12

By Michael Cart

Ten short stories about families from among the best authors of young adult fiction: Joan Bauer, Michael Cart, Walter Dean Myers, Rita Williams-Garcia, Sonya Sones, Norma Howe, Lois Lowry, Nikki Grimes, Joyce Carol Thomas, and Emma Donoghue.

Woman Hollering Creek: And Other Stories by Sandra Cisneros
Grades 8-12

A collection of short stories about life as a Mexican American on the Texas-Mexico border

The Face on the Milk Carton by Caroline Cooney


Grades 7-9

Janie is struck by the familiarity of a lost little girl’s picture on a milk carton and realizes it may be her.  As she investigates her own past, the truth is revealed.

Driver’s Ed by Caroline Cooney




Grades 8-10
A harmless prank turns out to be fatal when driver’s education students steal a stop sign.

The Bumblebee Flies Anyway by Robert Cormier


Grades 7-9

A mystery of psychological suspense in which teenage Barney attempts to find the truth about his identity and his role in an experimental clinic

Mississippi Trial, 1955 by Chris Crowe



Grades 7-12

This book is a fictional account of the murder of Emmett Till, a 14-yr old youngster from Chicago.  While visiting relatives in Mississippi in 1955, Emmett is accused of making a rude remark to a white woman and is brutally murdered.  Later the murderers are acquitted in a sham of a trial.

Athletic Shorts: Six Short Stories by Chris Crutcher


Grades 8-12

Six stories involving athletics in which young people must deal with issues such as abusive parents, death, and disease.

The Divorce Express by Paula Danziger



Grades 7-9

Phoebe’s life as a high school freshman is complicated by having to cope with 2 different households rather than one stable one.  The Divorce Express is the nickname given to a bus on which many of the passengers are kids being ferried to one parent or the other after divorce has split their households and their lives.

The Battle of Jericho by Sharon Draper



Grades 7-9

How much humiliation will high school junior Jericho Prescott endure to become a member of the Warriors of Distinction at Frederick Douglass High?

They Never Came Home by Lois Duncan



Grades 8-10

When Dan and Larry don’t return from a mountain camping trip, Larry’s sister suspects they are more than just lost hikers.

Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer




Grades 8-12

Teenaged amateur wizard Jack, a Saxon boy kidnapped by Vikings, must travel to the land of the trolls to save his sister from the evil Viking Queen Frith.

Breakout by Paul Fleischman





Grades 8-11

A 17-yr old runaway assumes a new name, a new identity, and a new view of life as a performance artist whose topic for stand-up comedy will later become the lives of people trapped on the Santa Monica Freeway during a traffic jam.

Who Killed Mr. Chippendale? A Mystery in Poems by Mel Glenn

Grades 7-10

All of the students who knew Mr. Chippendale, a Tower High School English teacher, express their thoughts and feelings about him in free verse after he is murdered.

Drawing Dead by Pete Hautman





Grades 8-11

When ex-cop Joe Crow finds himself with gambling debts, he enters the ugly underbelly of Minneapolis, people with interesting underworld characters who deal in drugs, loans, gambling, and an illegal rare comic-book black market.

That was Then, This is Now by S. E. Hinton




Grades 7-10

Mark and Byron have grown up together as best friends, but as they grow older, they find themselves growing apart. At age 16, Byron feels he has betrayed Mark when he turns him in to the police for selling drugs.

Sonny’s War by Valerie Hobbs





Grades 8-10

14-yr old Cory must cope with the fact that her brother is constantly in harm’s way as a soldier in Vietnam.  Meanwhile her favorite high school teacher protests the war both legally and illegally.  Vietnam-era California is in chaos over the war, adding even more confusion to the angst of adolescence for the female protagonist.

Heaven by Angela Johnson





Grades 8-10

14-yr old Marley is shocked to find out that she is adopted and that her Uncle Jack is actually her father.  Marley baby-sits a little girl named Feather, whose single-parent father, Bobby, is an artist in this sall town of Heaven, Ohio.

The Tombs of Atuan by Usula K. Le Guin



Grades 7-12

A Sequel to A Wizard of Earthsea, Ged, a now famous young wizard, will need the help of Tenar, a royal priestess, to escape the labyrinthine Tombs of Atuan, where she is imprisoned and where he has come to steal a magical ring.

Find a Stranger, Say Goodbye by Lois Lowry


Grades 8-12

Natalie seeks her biological mother out of an irresistible urge to understand why she was abandoned as an infant.

A Boy at War: A novel of Pearl Harbor by Harry Mazar

Grades 8-12

14-yr old Adam has been forbidden by his father, an officer on the U.S.S. Arizona, to associate with Davi, a Japanese American.  When Adam defies his father and foes fishing with Davi, they witness the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor from the sea, including the sinking of his father’s ship.

After the Rain by Norma Fox Mazer




Grades 8-10

In this Newbery Honor book, 15-yr old Rachel learns much about life from her disagreeable old grandfather as he approaches death.

Slam! By Walter Dean Myers





Grades 7-10

17-yr old Greg “Slam” Harries juggles basketball, academics, love, and life as a streetwise teen in Harlem attending Latimer Arts Magnet School.

Sabriel by Garth Nix






Grades 7-10

In this fantasy that includes modern and medieval worlds, 18-yr old Sabriel must leave the modern world and return to the land of her birth, the Old Kingdom, to rescue her father, the Abhorsen.  

Something for Joey: by Richard Peck




Grades 8-10

The true story of 1972 Heisman Trophy winner John Cappelletti and his relationship with his younger brother, Joey, who was dying of leukemia as John was becoming the best college football player in America.

Last Book in the Universe by Rodman Philbrick


Grades 8-10

In this futuristic story the world is a shambles (no one reads or writes anymore) and is divided into the crumbling cities, ruled by gangs and violence, and the sanctuaries populated by “proovs,” genetically improved people who live an idyllic existence.  When Spaz, an epileptic outcast, learns that his former foster sister, Bean, is dying, he sets off to save her.

Miriam’s Well by Lois Ruby





Grades 7-10

When Miriam and Adam are paired for a high school English project, Adam is disinterested, but when Miriam collapses with cancer and her fundamentalist parents refuse her medical care, Adam leaps to action.  The conflict heightens when Adam’s father, an attorney, decided to defend Miriam’s parents against that sate in a battle for Miriam’s custody.

Taking Sides by Gary Soto





Grades 7-9

Lincoln Mendoza finds himself playing against his old basketball team and his former best friends when his family moves to the suburbs after being robbed in their former neighborhood.

Dicey’s Song by Cynthia Voigt




Grades 7-9

With their mother in a psychiatric ward, the Tillerman children wind up in the care of their grandmother on her farm on the Chesapeake Bay.

Reef of Death by Paul Zindel





Grades 7-10

17-yr old P.C. McPhee answers an emergency call for help from his uncle in Australia.  Hidden treasure, a dangerous reef, a man-eating beast, and a mystery that needs solving await him.
