Reading Book List


The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi

When 13-yr old Charlotte Doyle takes passage on the brig Seahawk, she has no idea the crew will mutiny, or that she will join them, captain the ship, and eventually be charged with murder.

Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer
16-yr old hope and her Aunt Addie move from NY to a small town in Wisconsin to run the Welcome Stairways Café.  When the good-hearted owner/cook decides to run for mayor, Hope learns much about life and also about dirty politics.

Fire Bringer by David Clement-Davies

This animal fantasy effectively tells a story of the supernatural with animals as the characters, including a deer born with the image of an oak leaf in his antlers, and a prophecy about overcoming evil.

The face on the Milk Carton by Caroline Cooney

Janie is struck by the familiarity of a lost little girl’s picture on a milk carton and realizes it may be her.  As she investigates her own past, the truth is revealed.

In the Middle of the Night by Robert Cormier

16-yr old Denny Colbert must cope with the fact that townspeople blame his father for an accident that killed 22 children more than two decades earlier.

The Wanderer by Sharon Creech

13-yr old Sophie joins her uncles and cousin on a sailing ship to cross the Atlantic Ocean and visit her grandfather.

My Cat Ate My Gymsuit by Paula Danziger

Marcie Lewis suffers from acne, a weight problem, an abusive father, and a lack of self respect.  When her favorite teacher is unfairly dismissed, Marcie finds herself standing up for what she believes, despite the odds.

Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
India Opal Buloni and her father move to Florida, after India’s mother runs out on them.  Things seem to improve in her life when she adopts an ugly mutt running loose at the grocery store and names him for the store.

Tears of a Tiger by Sharon Draper

Andy Jackson, a star basketball player struggles with the memory of his best friend’s death.  Andy cannot escape the memory that his own drunken driving resulted in the fatal accident.

The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer

In the year 2194, 3 aristocratic children in Zimbabwe, Tendai, Rita, and Kuda, explore the wonders of the world outside their pampered existence, only to be kidnapped.  Three mutant detectives with special talents (the eye, the Ear, and the Arm) are called in to find the children.

Rimwalkers by Vicki Grove

14-yr old Tory and her 13-yr old sister, Sara, leave Milwaukee to spend a summer on the farm.  Life on the farm is far from idyllic.

Plain City by Virginia Hamilton

Buhlaire-Marie Sims, a biracial 12-yr old, discovers that her father did not die in Vietnam as she has been told, but is instead a homeless man living in Plain City.

Tex by S.E. Hinton

15-yr old Tex and his older brother, Mace, are pretty much on their own.  Their rodeo rider father hasn’t been home in months and the boys are running out of money.  Things turn ugly and dangerous as they try to fend for themselves. 

Carolina Crow Girl by Valerie Hobbs

11-yr old Carolina lives with her mother and sister in a modified school bust that they’ve driven from the East Coast to California.  When they seek refuge on the estate of the wealthy Crouch family, Carolina meets Stefan Crouch, a boy her age confined to a wheelchair.

Wild Man Island by Will Hobbs

When 14-yr old Andy Galloway disappears from the sea kayaking group he is touring the Alaskan ABC Islands with, it is only to place a tribute at the site of his father’s accidental death.  But when the weather shipwrecks Andy on a remote island, he unlocks the anthropological secret his father was investigating and meets an apparent “wild man.”  Everything is not what it at first seems.

CRACKER! The Best Dog in Vietnam by Cynthia Kadohata

A touching story about a military canine during the Vietnam War

Confess-O-Rama by Ron Koertge

Tony doesn’t realize who is listening when he uses an automated hotline to vent his frustrations with his life, his love, and his loss.

The Contender by Robert Lipsyte

Alfred Brooks, a high school dropout from Harlem, finds a way out at Donatelli’s Gym through boxing.  Eventually he learns that boxing is a means but not the end to a better life.

The Solid Gold Kid by Harry Mazar

Extremely wealthy 16-yr old Derek Chapman and four unlucky bystanders are kidnapped for ransom.

Crazy Fish by Norma Fox Mazer

11-yr old Joyce is an outcast at school because she lives with her uncle, who runs the town dump.  Mrs. Fish, a school custodian, becomes Joyce’s only friend.

Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers

Jamal is torn between his conscience and his loyalty to friends as a member and leader of a gang.

Sang Spell by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Hitchhiking from Massachusetts to Texas, Josh Vardy finds himself out of luck and in need of hel deep in Appalachia.  The community upon which he stumbles is the magical village of the Melungeons, mysterious people whom few have actually seen and no one can explain.  Josh will have to learn some important lessons before he is free to leave.

Sabriel by Garth Nix








In this fantasy that includes modern and medieval worlds, 18-yr old Sabriel must leave the modern world and return to the land of her birth, the Old Kingdom, to rescue her father, the Abhorsen.  

Murdered, My Sweet by Joan Lowery Nixon

15-yr old Jenny Jakes and her famous mystery-writing mother are drawn into murder investigations when the reading of a rich cousin’s living will seems to lead to a rash of deaths.

REM World by Rodman Philbrick

When teenaged Arthur orders a helmet device to help him lose weight, he finds himself in REM World, and later unleashes a horrible monster.

Steal Away Home by Lois Ruby

When Dana pulls away the wallpaper in their old home, she finds a boarded-up human skeleton from 1856-when their house was a station on the Underground Railroad. 

Jungle Dogs by Graham Salisbury

12-yr old Regis must brave fierce dogs as well as gangs as he grows up in Hawaii.

Dicey’s Song by Cynthia Voigt






With their mother in a psychiatric ward, the Tillerman children wind up in the care of their grandmother on her farm on the Chesapeake Bay.

Reef of Death by Paul Zindel







17-yr old P.C. McPhee answers an emergency call for help from his uncle in Australia.  Hidden treasure, a dangerous reef, a man-eating beast, and a mystery that needs solving await him.
