MovieMaker to Macintosh
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When your teacher gives you the option to create a movie at home, many students with a PC, use the program MovieMaker.  To save a movie created with MovieMaker, so that there is a good likelihood that it will open on a Mac, use the notes below, from a high school teacher whose classes do a lot of filmmaking.

Saving in a Compatible File

“My theory is that the movies that open on your school Macintosh computers will be AVI files whereas the ones that don’t may be WMV files.  AVI is an uncompressed video file format that plays in the newest versions of Quicktime.  WMV is "Windows Media Video," which only plays in Windows Media Player on PCs.  Microsoft Movie Maker exports to WMV by default, so the only way to save as an AVI is to select File > Save Movie File > My Computer and choose "Show More Choices" to select AVI from the "Other Settings" pulldown menu.  

As you can probably tell, it's not very intuitive. Also, even when saving to AVI in other programs, there still may be problems opening it in QuickTime, so it's hit or miss.

Burning a DVD

Burning a DVD can also be hit or miss.  Depending on the speed of the DVD burner or the way it's burned, it might not work.  Also, different DVD players have different amounts of success playing burned DVDs.  It's never a sure thing, and I always tell my students to test it out before the due date just to make sure.  It's just a limitation of the current technology; there's not much you can do other than burning at a slower speed (say, 2x or 4x) to insure a better burn.  Macintosh computers read DVD-R  (minus R) dvds.

Summary

•  Students working on a PC to create a movie, must have AVI or QuickTime (.mov) files only (no MPGs or WMVs).

•  If a student is burning a movie to a DVD, he/she must test the DVD ahead of time.
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•  Word to the wise:   “I use the ratio of up to 1 hour of editing for every ones minute of final product. “ Try to keep your project to a reasonable length.  Plan it out; use a storyboard.  Monitor the sound. Be creative but include accurate facts; make your point, and wrap up.

