
History of Life        Name__________________________ 

         Date________________ Period_____ 

 

Go through the activity at the website below and answer the questions below. 

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/education/explorations/tours/geotime/index.html 
 

Match each of the following events with when it happened. 

 

1. Early Land Plants    a.  4,600,000,000 years ago 

 

2. Formation of the Earth and Moon  b.  3,900,000,000 years ago 

 

3. “Lucy” Early Hominid   c.  420,000,000 years ago 

 

4. Largest Mass Extinction   d.  248,000,000 years ago 

 

5. Earliest Life     e.  65,000,000 years ago 

 

6. Dinosaur Extinction    f.  4,000,000 years ago 

 

7. The first timeline you created shows the _______________ order in which the events 

happened, from earliest to the most recent, but does not tell the ____________  ________ 

when each occurred. 

 

8. When dates are added to this timeline, it shows each event in ________________ order, 

but with an actual or _________________ date of when it happened. 

 

9. Put the following in order from oldest (1) to most recent (7) using the timeline (you may 

need to go back and do it a couple of times) 

_____early bird   _____skate   _____mammal ancestor   _____Triceratops   _____”Lucy”    

 

_____fern      _____arthropod 

 

10. Layers of rock represent a period of time in Earth’s history, so the entire _______________ 

of _________________ is another ____________________.   

 

11. As more and more layers are deposited, the _____________ rock layers end up at the 

______________ of the sequence and the _______________ ones toward the _____________. 

This is referred to the Law of __________________________. 

 

12. Draw the picture of the rock layers with the arrow showing which way is most recent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13. List the organisms found in the rock layers on your drawing in #12.  

 

14. Which of the fossils is the oldest?  ______________________ 

 

15. The Law of Superposition gives us the ________________ age of the fossils. 

 

16. What is radiometric dating? 

 

 

17. Using radiometric dating allows us to find ______________  ___________ for particular 

_____________ of rocks. 

 

18. Due to their chemical composition, volcanic ashes are EASY    HARD  (circle one) to 

date. 

 

19. How would you find the date of a fossil layer that is between two layers of volcanic 

ash? 

 

 

 

20. Complete the following table. 

Important Evolutionary Events of Geologic Time 

(boundaries in millions of years ago) 
  Era Period Event 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  How old is the Earth, 

according to scientific 

evidence? 

 

 

2.  Evidence for past events in 

Earth’s ancient history are 

provided by: 

 

 

 

3.  The Law of Super-position 

allows us to determine: 

 

 

 

4.  Radiometric dating allows 

us to determine: 

 

 

 

 

5.  The divisions of time in the 

Geologic Time Scale 

represent: 


