Mrs. Wykes’ Weekly Newsletter

5th Grade

October 3, 2011



Dear Parents,


This week will be a short one for your child. There is no school on Thursday, October 6th. Teachers will be attending professional development on that day. I will also be out of the classroom on Wednesday, October 5th. I am a member of the School Improvement Team for Gaines and will be attending a conference on that day.


Just a reminder that our first field trip is quickly approaching! We will be going to Base Camp in Flint on Friday, October 14th. Field trip permission slips and at least half of the cost was due on Friday, September 30th. The total cost of this trip is $30, which covers the activities, lunch, and transportation to and from the facility. There are still some students who have not turned these in. Please get these items in as soon as possible. If an additional copy of the permission slip is needed, please let me know. 


Students will be taking their first social studies test on Wednesday, October 5th. It will cover the entire government unit we have been studying since the beginning of the year. Students will be getting a study guide today to go along with the handouts and activities we have done so far. It is a lot of information! Fifth grade students are really not used to taking social studies “tests”, so please make sure that your child is studying both Monday and Tuesday night this week. They will need your assistance to develop good test study habits. Some students work well with flashcards, but one of the best ways is to have your child explain words and ideas in their own words. This will reflect their true understanding of the content and what I will expect of them on the test. 


Many parents ask me how they can help their child become a better reader. The best advice I can give is to…read, read, read! It has been proven that more words read = better readers! Whether they are reading silently or aloud (preferably a little bit of both), I really do expect all of my students to be reading at least 20 minutes each night. 


Have a great week!


Mrs. Barbie Wykes


http://teacherweb.com/MI/SwartzCreek/BarbieWykes/index.html





 





Last week in the classroom…


Math: Calculating median, mode, range, and mean


Reading: Making connections & predictions


Writing: Gathering ideas for story writing


Social Studies: Limiting our government…state and federal governments


Science: Animal classifications…and tons of MEAP review!











*Specials Schedule*


Monday: Technology


Tuesday: Music


Wednesday: Art


Thursday: Gym


Friday: Technology





Important…


Planners should be reviewed and signed by you every night.


Your child should be reading and studying math facts every night.


Field trip permission slips & money ($30) is due ASAP!





  








