Mrs. Wykes’ Weekly Newsletter

5th Grade

October 31, 2011


Dear Parents,


Happy Halloween to you all! I hope you all have/had a great trick-or-treating time Monday evening. Many of the students are really excited and have been planning their costumes for weeks!


The end of the first marking period is this Friday, November 4th. (Wow! The time is flying by!) Students will have a half-day of school on Friday morning. They will be released at 11:57. Report cards will go home next week.


We are at the end of our first book club. (I try to do 2 or 3 book clubs each year.) Students have been meeting and discussing their book with a small group of classmates who are reading the same book. For the first book club, it has been going remarkably well! I’m so pleased with what I’ve been hearing during these discussions. Book clubs are a great way to get students talking about hidden messages/ideas within books, which is exactly what fifth grade students need to be able to do! 


To wrap up this particular book club, students will be working on 2 assignments this week that are centered on their book. First, they will have to create a small poster, which should be designed in a way to persuade others to read their book. They received the project requirements and rubric today that will be used to “grade” the project. This project is due on or before Thursday, November 3rd. Secondly, students will have a written “test” based on their book club book. This assignment includes 2 detailed responses. Students will receive this assignment on Tuesday, and it is due on Friday, November 4th. This assignment must be done in class during readers workshop time.


Have a great week!


Mrs. Barbie Wykes


http://teacherweb.com/MI/SwartzCreek/BarbieWykes/index.html





 





Last week in the classroom…


Math: Finishing up place value/Test this Wednesday!


Reading: Finishing up our first book club.


Writing: Personal narrative work…revising with ”thoughshots” and “snapshots”


Social Studies: The first Americans come across the land bridge…Beringia!


Science: Continuing controlled experimentation this week.


Spelling: Tests are given and homework is due every Friday. (A spelling inventory test will be given next week, which means spelling groups will be changing for some students.) 











*Specials Schedule*


Monday: Technology


Tuesday: Music


Wednesday: Art


Thursday: Gym


Friday: Technology





Important…


Planners should be reviewed and signed by you every night.


Your child should be reading and studying math facts every night.





  








